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Enter iAnthonio, Salaryno, and Salanio. 

SN footh I know not why I am (b fid,’ 
jft wearies me, you (ay it wearies you 5 
[But how I caught it, found it, or came by it, 
what ftufFe tis made of, whereof it is borne, 

H am to learnc : and fuch a want-wit (adnes 
makes of mce. 

That I haue much adoe to know m^felfc. 

"■ 5<*4*mo. Your mindc is tolling on the Ocean, _ 

There where your Argofics with portliefiyle 
Like Signiors and rich Burgars on the flood, 

Or as it were the Pageants of die fca, 

Doe oucr-peere the petty tra^quers 
That curfle to them do them rcuerence 
-Asthey flic by them with theyrwoucnwio|^. 

Bclccuc mce fir, had I fuch venture forth. 

The better part of my aflFcflions would 
Be with my hopes abroade. I fliould be ftill 
Plucking the grafle to know where fits the wind. 

Firing In Maps for ports, and peers and rodes': . ' 

And euery obieft that might make me fearc 
.Mif-formne to my ventures, out of doubt 
Would make me (ad. 

Scalar. My wind cooling my broth, 

^vvould blow nic to an ague when I thought 
what harmc a windc too' great might doc at fta, 

I /hould not (ec thefandic howrc'glaflc runne 
Butlfliouldthinkeoflhallowerandofflatts, ■ . 

Andfeemy wealthy docks in (and • 

A a. ■ ^ Vayling 




i vs tumvic ot ' — ' 

Vaylin;^ her higli top loWcr then her ribs 
To kiflc her buiialU Hiould I gocto Church 
And fee the holy edifice offionc 
And jiof bethinke me firaight of dangerous rocks, 
which touching but my gentle vtflcis fide 
vi'ould fcatter all licr fpices on the ftreamc, 

Enrobe the roring waters with my lilkes. 

And in a word, but cuen now worth th^s, 

And now worth nothing. Shall I h.iue the thouo-ht 
To.thinkc on this, and lhall I lack the thouo-ht ^ 

That (uch a tiling bcchaunc'd would make me fad i 
But tell notjne, fknow tyfnthomo 
Is fad to thinkc vpon his merchandize. 

^mh. Belecue me no,^I fhanke my fortune for it 
My ventures are not in one bottome trufied. 

Nor to oq^ place 5 nor is my whole eftatc 
Vpon the fortune of this prefent yeere : 

Therefore my merchandize makes me not lad. 

Sola. Why then you arc in louc. 
ylnth. Fie, fie. 

' Sc/a. Not in loue neither: then let vs (ay you arc fad 

Bee aufc you are not men-y 5 and twere as eafie 
For you to laugh and Icape, and fay you arc merry 
Becaufeyou arc not fid. Now by two-headed 
Nature hath firamd Mrange fellowcs in her time : • 

Some that will enermorc peepc through their eyes,. 
And laugh like Parrats at a bagpyper. 

And other offiich vinigar alpcif. 

That theylc not fhew theyr teeth in way of froile 
Thougli fweare the ieft be laughable. 

Enter TSaffaWy-Loi-enfi, ind.Gratiano. 

So/a. Here comes your moft noble kinfinan, 

^Tatiaao, and Lofenjo. Faryevvell, 

\Ve leaue you now with better company. 

Sa/a. I would haue Paid till I ha^madc you merry. 

If worthier friends had not preuented me* 

Amht Your worth is very deere in niy regard. 
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- — - — Merct)dtU"oj e«»cc'. 7"^ ' 

I take it ownc bufines calls on you, 

And you cmbraceth’occafion to depart. 

You grow exceeding ftrange : muft itbe fo ? 

Sa/. Week make our leyfurcs to attep'd on youi $. 

Exemt Salariito, am So/amo. 

Lor. My Lord 'BajfamXmce you haue found Anthonio 
We two will leaue you, but at dinner titM 
I pray you Haue in mindc where we mult mecte. 
iJ’Baf. I willnotfailcyou. 

^ Grot. You lookc not well figmor^»/*o»»o. 

You haue too much r^pea vpon the world : 

They loofe it that doc buy it with much care, 

Beleeue me you are mcruailoufly changd. 

yint. I hold the world but as the world 
A ftage, where cucry man muft play a part, 

Andmincafid one; 

Grati. Letmeplay thefoole. 

With mirth and laughter let old wrincklcs comti 
And let my liuer rather hcate with wine 
Then my hart coolc with mortifying groncs. 

Why fliould a man whofc blood is warme within. 

Sit like his grandfirc, cut in Alablaftcr ? 

Slecpc when he wakes ? and creepeinto thelaundieS' 

By becing pceuifli ? I tell thee what (tAnthomOf 
1 loue thee, and^is my loue that (peakes : 

There arc a fort of men whofo vifiges 
Doe creameand mantle like a ftanaing pond, . 

Aqd doc a wilful ftilncs entertaine. 

With purpofc to be df eft in an opinion 
Ofwifedome, grauitic, profound conceit. 

As who fliould fiy, I am fir Oracle, 

And when I ope my lips, let no dogge barker 
O my Anthonio I doc know of thefo 
That therefore oncly arc reputed wifo 

A3. 
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For Hiving nothing 5 when I am very fure 

If they tliould fpeake, would almoft dam thole cares 
vvhich hearing them would call their brothers foolcs, 
lie tell thee more ofthis another time. 

But fi/h not with this melancholy baitc 
For this fbolc giid^ in, thf' opinion : 

Come good Loreiyo, farj'cwcll a while, 
lie end my c.xhdrtation after dinner. 

Loren. Well, we will Icaue vou then till dinner time. 

I mufl be one of tbefe lame ciumbe wile men, 

For <j ratmno ncucr lets me Ipeake. 

Grx. W ell kcepc me company but two yccrcs moe 
Thou flialt not know the found of thine ownc tongue. 

An. Far you well, He grow a talker for this gearc. 

<yr4. Thanks ySth, for filcncc is onely commendable 

In 

a neates rogue dried, and a mayde not vendable. Exeunt, 

Iris that any thing now. 

Ba^. ^r<tfM»(?lpeakesaninfinitcdealcofnothingmoreth'enan)r 
man in all Venice, his rcalbnsarcas two grainesofwheatchidin 
two bufliels of chaffc : you fhall leeke all day ere you findc then, 
and when you hauc them, they are not worth the fearch. 

An, V Veil, tell me now what Lady is the lame 
To whom you (wore a fecrctc pilgrimage 
That you to day promilH to tell me of ; 

'Ba^. Tisnotvnknownetoyou«^tf»t/jwM f 

How much I hauc dilablcd mine eflate, 

By fomething flowing a mot;e fwclling port 
Then my faint meanes would graunt continuance.* ’■ 

Nor doc I now make monc to be abridg’d | 

From fuch a noble rate, but my cheefc care 
Is to come fairely of from the great debts 
wherein my time Ibmething too prodigall 
Hath left ipe gagd : to you 
I owe the moft in money and in louc, 

A nd from your loue I haue a warrantic 
To vnburtnen all my plots and purpoles 
How to get clccrc of all the debts owfc 
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^ — Mercljartt o jy enid. 

Jn I orav vou good Baffanio let me know it. 

And if it^ rtan'd as you your felMl doc, % 

within the eye of honour, be aflurd 

My purfe, my perfon, my extrcamelt meanes 

Licallvnlpckttoyouroccalions. ^ 

■Baf In ray fchoolc dayes, when 1 had loft one IJiatf, 

I fliot his fellow ofthc Iclfc lame 

The felfe fame way, with more aduikd watch 

To findc the other forth, and by aduenturingboth, 

I oft found both : I vrge this child-hood proofe 
Becaufc what followes is pure innocence. ^ 

I owe you much, and like a wilfull youth 
That which 1 owe is loft, but if you plcafc 
To ftiootc another arrow that felfe way 
vvhich you did ftiootc the firft, I doc not doubt, 

As I will watch the ayme or to find both, 

Or bring your latter hazzard bake ag^ne, 

And thankfully reft debterfor thefirft. 

tAn. You know me well, and hcercin fpend but time 
To wind about my loue with circuinftancc. 

And out of doubt you doc me now more wrong 
In making quefeon of my vttermoft 
Then jfydu had made waft of all I haue : 

Then doe but (ay to me what I fhould doc 
That in your knowledge may by me be done. 

And I am pteft vnto it : therefore fpeake. 

' Saf. In is a Lady richly left, 

And (he isfoirc, and fairer then that word. 

Of wondrous^’crtues.fomctirticsfrom her eyes 
I did receaup fairc fpcechleflc roeflages : 

Her name is Por/w, nothing vndervallewd 
To Catos daughter, Brutsis7ortia, 

Nor is the wide world ignorant of her worth. 

For the foure winds blow in from cuery coaft 
Renowned (iitors, and her (unny locks 

Hang on her temples like a golden fleece^ 
vvhich makes her (eat oiBelmotu Chokhos ftrond, 
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And many lajifis come in queft of her. ' 

0 my v^nthomoyhaA I but the mcanes 
To hold a riuall place with one of them, 

1 hauc a minde prclages me fuch thrift 
That 1 /liould qucflionicflc be fortunate. 

^nth. Thou knowft that all my fortunes are at fta. 

Neither hauc I money, nor coramoditie 
To raife a prefent fum me, therefore goc fouh ' 

Try what my credite can in Venice doc. 

That fhall be rackt cuen to the vttermoft 
To furnifh thee to to faire 

Goc prcfenlly enquire and fo will I 
where money is, and 1 no queflion make 
Tohaucitofmy truft,orformy(ake. Exeunt, 

Enter ‘T’mw with her way ting woman iVem]/4. 

Portia. By my troth Nerrtjfa, my little body is awearie of this 
great world. 

Ner. You would be (wcet Madam , ifyourmilcrieswereinthe' 
fame aboundance as your good fortunes arei and yet for ought I 
fee, they arc as ficke that furfeite with too much, as they that flarue 
with nothing ;,it is no meane happines therforc to be feated in the 
tneane, fuperfluitie comes fooher by white haUes, but competen- 
cie hues longer. 

Portia. Good fcntcnces, and well pronounc’d. 
iV(?r. They would be better if well followed. - ' 

P ortia. If to do were as eafic as to know what were good to do, 
Chappcls had bcene Churches, and poore mens cottages Princes 
Pallaccs, it is a good diuinc that followcs his ownc inllruilions, I 
can caficr teach twcntic what were good to be donc,thcn to be one 
ofthctwcntic to follow mini owne teaching: thc braineinayde- 
uifolawcsfor the blood, butahote temper Icapes ore a colde de- 
cree, foch a ha/c is madnes the youth , to skippeorc die meflies of 
good counfaile the cripple;, but this rcafoning is not inthefafliion 
to choofc nice a husband y'6 mee the word choofe , I may neyther 
choafowho I vyould, norrefufe whoIdiflikc,fois the will ofaly- 
uing daughter curbd by the will of a dcade father : is it not haroe 

■ . Ntrrip, 
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%r 'tf, T cannot choolc one, nor refulc none. 

Your Father was cuer vertuous , andholvmen at diy'r 
death hauc <^ood infpirations, therefore the lotme that he hath dc- 

warmth if therein your alfcaion towardes any ofthefe Pnncche 
fu^K thaurc alre^^ them, and as thou nameft them, I 

wLcfcribcthcm, and according to my dcfcnption leucll at my 

affeaicin. r* • ' 

IPer. Firft there is the Ncopolitanc Prince. 

*Por. 1 thats a colt indeedc, for he doth nothingbut talke of his 
Horfe. & he makes it a great appropriation to his owne good par s 
that he can fooo him himfclfe : I am much afeard my Ladie his 
snotherplaid falle with a Smyth. ^ 
iNTen Than is there the Countic Palentine. 

7?flr. Hec doth nothing but frownc^(as who thould&y, ocyou 

will not haue me, clioofc.'hc hcares merry talcs and fmiles not 1 
fearchcc will prbouc the weeping PBylofopher when bee growes 
old, becing fo full of vnmanncrly fadnes in his youth,) I had rather 
be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth , then to cy- 
thcr ofthefe : God defend me from thefe two. 

9{er. How fay you by the French Lord, Mounner Le “Bouae r~ 
Pay, God made him, and therefore let him pallc for a man , in 
truth I knowe it is a finne to be a mocker, but hcc, why hcc hath a 
bbtfe better then the Neopolitans, a better bad habitc c)f frowning 
then the Count Palentinc.hciseucry man in no roan, if a TrafTcll 
fing, he fails ftraght a capring, he will fence with his ownc'fhadow. 
Ifl fhouldmarry him, Iflaould marry twenty husbands: if hce 
would'dclpife rac, / would forgiuc him, for if he louc me to mad- 
nes, / fhall ncuer requite him. 

What (ay you then to Fauconbridge , the young Barron 
of England ? 

T^or. You know / (ay nothing to him, for hec vndcrftands not 
me, nor /him : he hath neither Latine, French, nor /talian, & you 
will come into the Court and fwcarc that I hauc a poore pcnnic- 

B. w6rth 
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worth in the Engli/h:hcc is a proper manspiaure, butalaswfio^ 
can conucrfe with a dumbc ih'ow ? how odiv hee is futed / K?i 
he bought his doublet in /falie,his roundjiofe in Fraunce hiti?' 

nennOermanie, and his bchauioureuerv where ' 

patheeliaUancvglibourlie cluritiebhini fork- 

borrowed a boxe of the care ol- the Eno-Iifliman .,n^ r ’ ' i 

would pay him againc when he was able :7 think'thc ^rcnT 
became his furetie^nd feald vnder for anothr " 

T^er. How like you theyoiing Germaine, theDukeofS-xn 

nies nephew? 

For. ^'[ery vildlicinthemorningwhcnhecisfober, and mod 

iS''" '">^«’'’‘^>sdrunke: when hcisbcflTicS 

a httle worfe then a man, & wlien ,he is worft he is little bet r heS 

Ner. Yfhec/houldeofFertochoorc, and choofe the rierht Caf- 
refufeWK^,!,* 

1 Therefore for feare of the worft, /pray thee feta deene 
pflcorReyniflievYineon the contrarie Casket, for ifthe demll 
be within and that temptation without, I knowe hee xvill cS 

married to a fpuiKTc. 

AM. YouneedenotfenreLadie the hauincr anie of theft 
Lords, they haue acquainted me with tiieyr detei mmations. which 

ore fute, vnlcffe yc>u may be wonne by feme othcj fort the your 
Facers impi^tion, depending on the Caskets. ^ 

vntftiTt /wiHdieaschaftas Diana, ' 

then, but / doatb on his very abf n"? 

a fiiire departure. ^ ^ 

Veneda^a c Fathers lime, a 

0(<ht 
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T<}rna. / rememuci v.., ^ 

tliy pravic. 

Scr Thefoiirentangcrsftekcforyouimd&njo^^ 

. fore-runner come fromafift, thcl nnccot 

Yf^couldbidthefiftwckomewUhfo good bartas/can 

bid the other fourc farewell, / fhould bee glad 

Kuethceondit.onofaSaint,andthc complexion of a deudU 

SXr helhould Ihriuemee thenwiuc mcc. Come Nemf^, 
ftrra «^oe before ; whiles wc fhut thegate vpon one woocr.anothcr 
knocksatthcdoorc. 



Enter B^s^pittio with Shyheke the Iew« 

5^y. Three thoufand ducates, welL ■ ^ 

Ba\f. I fir, for three months. 

Sby. For three months, well. ^ 

Forthcwhich-asItoldj'oU, 
ftialbe bound. 

Shy. .,^wt/j<?»,ofhall become bound, well. 

May you'fted me 3'Will you plcafure me I 
' ’ Shall / know your aunfwerc. 

Shy. Three thoufind ducats for three months, 
and Anthonio bound. 

Your aunfwcre to that. 

Shy, tyArtthemo IS a good TDsn. 

- Haue you heard any imputation to the contrary. 

Shjtocke. Ho no, no, no. no; iny meaning in faying hee is 
a good man, is to haue you vnderftand mcc that bee is fulHcierir, 
yet his mcanes are in fiippofition s hee hath an Argofie bound 
toTripolis, another to the Indies, I Vnderftand morepuer vp- 
on the Ryalta,hee bath a third at Mexico, a fourth for England, 
I , B a. and 
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and other vcneurcs he hath fquandred abroadc , but fliipsare U 
boordcs, S^y ers but nien. there be land rats, and xvater rats vv^ 
thecues, and land theeues, /meanc Pvrats, and-then there is tli 
pcrnll of waters, windcs. and rockes : the man is notwithftandm! 
lufhacnt, three tlioufand ducats, / thinkc /may fake his bond 
3nJ. Be ailiird you may. 

lew. /will be aOurd / may: and that / may bee alTured ? will 
betliinkc mce, may / ipeake with ^mhonio 1 ' 

' Ba^. Yf It pleafe you to dine with vs. 

lew. Yes, to fmcii porke, to cate of the habitation which vout 
Prophet the Nazant coniurcd the dcuill into : /wil buy with you 
jell with you, talke with you. walke with you , and fo following’ 
but / will not cate with you, drinke with you , nor pray with yoa 
V/hat newes on the Ryalto, who is he comes hecre ? 

Enter tylMhonio, 

Bajf. This is fignior 

^ew. How like a fawning publican he lookes. 

/ hate liim for he is a Chriftiap : 

But more, for that in low fimplicitie 
He lends out money gratis, and brings dpwne 
The rate of vfance heere with vs in V enice. 
if/ can catch him once vpon the hip, 

/will feede fat thcauncient grudge /beare him. 

H e hates our facred Nation, and he ray Ics 
Eucn there where iVlcrchants moft doe coh<rrecaff ■ 
bargaines, and my well-wone thrift 
which hee calls interreft : Curfed be my Trybe 
ir/forgiuchim. ■ 

Bajf. Shyloch, Aocyorxheixet ^ ' 

Shyl. ? am debating ofmyprefentftore. 

And by thencere gefic of my memoric 
/ cannot inftantly raife vp the orofle 

Offull three thoufand ducats fwhat of that ‘ 

wealthy Hebrew of my Tribe ’ 

Will furnifo me; but foft. how many months 
Doeyou defile ? Reftyou faire good fignior. 
lour worihip was the laft man in our mouthcsi 

Shyhe^ 



,r — ^ — — ffjg Merchant oj y e^tce, 

Rv wkin<rnotby gming of cxcclle, 
;ub"akea'unome:ishay«Boflill 

^in’,Ln V0»r bon^ = andU. me fte, butheare yov... 
Me thoughts you raid, younetther lend not bonow 

Vpon aduantage. 

When SpKd his Vncle Zeluus Sheepe, 

This lacoh from our holy ,r v 

/As his wife mother wrought in his behalre) 

The third poflclTcr; /, he was the third. 

A»t. And what of him, did he take interreft . 

Shyl. No,not take intcreft, not as you would lay 

Difc-ftly intreft, markc what Jacob did, 

V Vhen Laban and himfelfe were compremyzd 
That all the eanclings which were ftreakt and pictT 
Should fall as /uca^t hier, the Ewes being ranck 
/n end of Autumc turned to the RammeSj 
And when the worke of generation was 
Betweene thefc wolly breeders in the aft. 

The skilful fhcepheard pyld me certaine wandS, 
And in the dooing of the deede of kind 
He ftiuk them vp before the fulforae Ewes, 
"Whoflien conccauing, did in caning time 
Fall party-colourd lambs, and thofc were lacohs. 
This was a way to thriuei and he was blcft ; 

And thrift is blcffing if men ftcale it not; 

liAn. This was a venture fir thit^acob forud for, 
A thing not in his power to bring to pafle. 

But Iwayd and fafhiond by the hand of heauco» 
Was this inferted to make interreft good ? 

Or is your gold and filuer ewes and tammes J ^ 

B 3 . 
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Shyl. I cannot tell, I make it brecdc as faft, 
but note me fignior. 

Afjth. Marke you this 
The dcuill can cite Scripture for his purpofe, 

An euill (bule producing holy witnes 
Is like a villaine with a finding checkc, 

A goodly apple rotten at the hart. 

O what a goodly out-fidefalfiiood hath. 

Shy. Three thoufand ducats, tis a good round fiirnm^ 
Three months from twelue, then let me lee thy rate, 
e-^ wt. W ell S hyleckfy Ihali we be beholding to you ? 
Shyl. Signior«^«t^s»w, manieatimeandoft 
In the Ryalto you haue rated me 
About fny moneyes and my vlances: 

Still haue I borne it with a patient fiiruo-, 

(For fuffrance is the badge of all our Trybe) 

You call me misbelceuer, ciit-throatc dog, 

And fpet vpon my Icwifh gaberdine, 

And all for vile of that which is mine owne. 

Well then, it nowappeares you neede my helpc : 

Gpe to then, you come to me, and you lay, 

Shyloche, we would haue mopeyes, you fay fo : 

{ Youthatdidvoydcyourrumcvponmy beard. 

And foote me as you fpurnc a ftranger cui re 
Ouer your threfoold, moneves is your fiite. . 

What fhould I fay to you ? Should I not fay 
Hath a dog money ? is it poffiblc 
A curre can lend three dtoufand ducats ? or 
Shall I bend low, and in a bond-mans key 
With bated breath, atkl whifpring humblenes 
Say this ; Faire fir, you fpet on me on Wednefday laR, 
You fpurnd me fuch a day another time, 

You calld me dogge : arid for thefe curtefies 
lie lend you thus much moneyes. 

■tyfnt . J am as like to call thee fo againe, 

To fpet on thee againe, to fpurnc thee to. 

Yf thou wilt lend this money, lend it not 



As to thy friends, for when did fnendlhip take 

A breede for barrainc mettaile of his fnend J 

But Icndic rather to thine en«nie, 

Who if he breakc, thou maift with better face 

Exaft the penjalcic. 

Vav Whylookcyouhowyoultorme, 

I would be friends with you, and haue your loue, 
For-ret the flumes that you haue ftaind inc with. 
Supply your prefent wants, and take no.doytc 
olvfancefor my nioneyes, andyoulcnot hearc mee, 
this is kinde I offer. 

This were k'mdneirc. 

Shyl- This kindnefle will I fliowc, 

Goc with me to a Notarie, feale me there 
Your finglc' bond, and in a merrie fporr 

ifyou repay me not on filch a day 

in fuch a place, fuch fumme or fumraes as are 
exprefl in the condition, let the forfoite 

be nominated for an cquall pound 

of your faire flefli, to be cut off and taken 

in what part of your bodie pleafoth me. 

Content infaith, yle feale to fuch a bond, 
and fay there is much kindnes in the lew. 

Baff. You fhall not feale to'fiich a bond for me, 

He rather dwell in my neceflitic. 

Why fearc not man, I will not forfaite it, 
witliin thefe two months , thats a month before 
this bond expires, I doe expeft returnc 
of thrice three times the valew of this bond. 

Shy. O father Abram, what thefe Chriftians.are, 
Whole owne hard dealings teaches them fulpeft 
the thoughts of others : Pray you tell me this, 
if he fliould breakc his day what fhould I gainc 
by the ci^affionoftheforfeyture ? 

A-pound of mans flelh taken from a man, 

^s not fo efhmablc, profitable neither 
as ficfli of Muttons, Beefes, or Goates, I lay 
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To buy his faucur, I extend this friendihip, 

Yf he wil take it, fo, if not adiew, . 

And for my loue 1 pray j'ou wrong me not. 
yin. Yes Shyloche^ I will fcalc vnto this bond. 

Shy. Then mccte me forthwith at the Noterics, 

Giue him direftion for this mcriy bond 

And Twill goe and purlc the ducats (Iraite, •*- 

See to my houle left in the fearefull gard 

Of an vnthriftie knauc : and prcicntly 

lie be with you.' £xit. 

e^». Hie thee gentle lewe. The Hebrew will turne 
Chriftian, he growes kindc. 

I like not faire termes, and a villaines minde. 
^n. Come on, in this there can be na difroay, 

My (hips come home a month before the day. 

Exesmt. 




Enter LMorochus a tawnic Moore all in white, and three 
orfoure followers accordingly, with Pertk, 
Nerrijfa, and their traine. 
tMorocho. Miflike me not for my complexion, 

The fliadowed liueric of the burnilht funne, 

To whom lama nci^bour, and nccrc bred. 

Bring me the fayreft creature Northr ward borne, 

Where Phyktu firefcarce thawes the yficlcs. 

And let vs makeincyzion for yqur loue. 

To proue whofe blood is reddeft, his or mine. 

I tell thee Lady this afpcfl of mine 
Hath feard the valiant, (by my loue I fwcarc) 

The beft regarded Virgins of our Clyme 
Haue loii’d it to ; I would not change this hue, 

Except to ftcale your thoughts my gentle Quccne. 

Portia. In termes of choyfe I am not foly led 
By nice dirc£lion of a maydens eyes : 

Beftdes, the lottric of my deftenic 
Barrs me the right of voluntaiy choofing : 

But ifmy Father had not foanted me, ' 

• . ' ■ _ 



(!“"|S,^ov.!itdPrmce)iliaii ftoodeasfaue 

Therefore I pray yo“ Caskets 

Out-braue the hart moll daring on t * Beare ’ 

SckfoeyoungfuckingCubsfromthel^Beare, 
Yea,mockthcLyonwhcnaroresforpray . 

ToUtheLady.Butalas,thcwhilc 

liHercules and Lychas play at dice 

Which is the better man. the greater thrtw^ 

May turne by fortune from the weaker hand . 

So is beaten by hisrage. 

And fo may I, blind . 

Miflc that which one vnworthiet may attauic, 

And die with greening. 

Portia. You muft take your chauncc. 

And evther not attempt to choofe at ^ 

Or fweate before you choofe. if you choofe wrong 

Ncuer to Ipeake to Lady afterward 

In way ofmarriage. therefore be aduiPd. 

Mor. Nor will nOt, come bring me vnto my chaunce. 

Parft<i. Firft forward to the temple, after dinner 

Your hazard ftiall be made. 

Mor. Good fortune then, 

T o make me bleft or curled’fl: among men. 

Exeunt. 

Enter the Clomte alone* 

Clnvne. Certainely, my confcience will feme me to runne from 
thisIcweroyMaifter: the fiend is at mine elbow, and tempts me, 
{aying to me, l^bbe,LawKtlet fobbe, good Lamcelet, ot good ob e, 
f & C • or 





~ 1 DC cdfHicau tii^torie oj' 
or good lamceletlobhe, vfc your Icggcs, take the ftart nin« 
way, myconfciencc fayesno; take heede hontH Umc7rtt 
hccAthond\ lobbe , orasafore-faidc honeft LamceUt lobhe 
not ruiinc, fcorne running with thy heclcs 5 well, the moll cm? 
|.ous fiend bids me packe,/^ fayes the fiend, away faves the fiS 
for the heauens roufc vp a braue mindc fayes thefiend, and run?' 
well, my confidence hanging aboutthe neckeof my heart f.v« 
very wifely to mcc: my honeft friend becing an honJ 

-mansfonne, or rather an honeft womans fonne , forindeedemv 
father did fbmethinjg finackc, fomething grow to 5 he had a kindc 
of taft jvvc 1. my confidence fayes LamceUt bouge not, bouoc fav« 
thehend, bouge not fiiycs my conficiencc, confcience fiyl ‘L 
couiifiaile wel,ficnd fay I you counfiaile well, to be ruld by my con, 
Science, I fliould ftay with the Icwe my Maiftcr, (who God blefle 
me markc) is a kinde of deuill 5 and to rumic away from the lewe I 

by thefiend whofauingyourreuercnceisthede. 

will himfelfc : certainely the lewe is the very deuil! incarnation and 
mmy confidence, my confcience is but a kinde of hard confei- 
ence, to offer to counfiaile meeto ftay with the lewe; the fiend 
glues the more friendly counfiaile: I will runne fiend,, my hecks 
arc at your cominaundcment, I will runne«. 



Enter old Gobho mth a basket. 

«o^^JfterIcwer5^'°**"“^ which is the way 

. 9 ^™'=f’«?o*f«” FafI’er,who be- 

ing more then (and blinde, high grauell blind?, knowesmenot,! 
will try confufions with him. 

to Maifter^cw^*^^ young Gentleman,! pray you which is the way . 

Lmnctlet. Tunic vp on your right hand at the next turning, 
but at tlic next turning of all on your left ; many' at the very next 

tui nmg tuinc of no hand, but turne downe indircfifly to the lewes 
noufic. ■ ^ 

^ohbo, BcGodsfbntiestwill bcahardway tohif, canyouteK ^ 

me. 



or no. Talke vou of young Maiftcr LamceUt t 

though I fav’f «s an honeft exceeding p 

bcwtoa«ai. «.«lk.ofyo»ns 

Father, for the Xf ???fters three, and fuch braunches of 

Cod forbid , ih. boy «a. .h. v«y flaff. ofn^ 

■erKilook. V,kea»ds.Ho,abo«Upon. adaffc, 
crapvoprdocpuknowmcFat^^^^ young Gentleman, 

Cohbi. Alacke theday, /JoDreft hi'sToulc almeoc 

but I pray you tell nice, is my boy G U y rew 

DoeyounotknowmeFa*^^^ . 

e,ik. AlackBrbmfondblitidJknowy™”^ , 

W«. Nay.indccde 

of the knowing nice i ic is a wife ra^h r^nne eiue 

dW.. Wdl,oTdc man, I will ■dlyo»”r“”fK 

inccyourblclfing, tmeth wiU come to , tructhwill 

biddelong, aroaniKS Sonnt may.botm the aide miemvvi 

Gafla, Pray you lit Hand vp , I ain fore you ae not £e«w«le 
my boy. 






Lmnce, 



i ne comtcaii tltHorte of^ 
Prayyoulct’shaucnomorefoolin?,abeufif U,, ' 

nice your blcffing; lam / your boy That was v. ' 

tbatis, your child that /ball be. ^ 

I cannot thinkc you are my fonne. 

Lame. 1 know not what 1 lliall think of that : but I am L,.^ 

fa.hcWmaa,andlamra,c W,&H^ 

Her mmc is Mar^erif indcedc, ilc be fwornc if thou U 
Lau^ce/et thou art mine ownc fle/hand blood: Lord Zn 
might he be, what a beard haft thou got ; thou haft got more h 

on thy chinne. then Dobbin my phHhorfchafconhltaile^^^^^ 

La^ce. Itftiould feeme then that Dobbimtailcgrow« bad 

- , goL Lord how art thou changd : how dooft thou and thy Jia. 
ftcr agree, I haue brought him a prefent 5 how grec you now » 
Lamce. Well, well, but for mjne o wne part, as 1 haue fet yo mv 
xeft torunncawayfol will notreft tilllhauerunncfome<^round- 
*"yi^"j{®^.*®J«7l«wc,giue him a prefent, giuc him a ^liltcr I 
^fami/htinhisfcruicc. You may tellcuery finger I haue wih 

one Maifter M««, who in deede giucs rare newc Lyuorics, iff 
runneas ftrrcas God has any ground. O rare 

^fiter Baflfanio "with a folloipper or typo, 

dv .S, fhat fupper be rea* 

dy at Hic fartheft by fiuc of the clocke : fee thefe Letters Jcliuered, 

put the Lyuerics to making, and defirc Gratkne to come anone to 
sny iodging. 

lAHnce. Xo him Father. 
g«h. God blelTc your vvorftiip. 

Gramcreie, wouldft thou oughtwitli me. 
o Heerc’s my fonne fir, a poore toy. 

Notapooreboyfir.buttherichiewcsman thafwould^ 

lir as my father fiiall fpccifie. 



— 'the yentur- - 

fcarcccawrcofins, . „ that the Icwc hauing donc 



incwron|,a^^^" 

“^“fh'^KdilhofDouB (haclwould bcaowvppon 
ihcfaleisimperlinenl tomy fdfe, asyour 

dcfca of the matter fir. 

a. Iknow thee well, thou haft obtaind thy futc, 

Maifter fpoke with m^ this day, 
hath preferd thee, it it be preferment 

To Icaue a rich lewes fcruice, to become 

aa Shylocke and you fir, you haue the grace of Godfir, and hce 

^it^TfJufpcakftitwellsgoeYathcryvithth^ 

Take leaue of thy old M^ftcr. and enquire 
My lodgit^ out, giuc him a Lyueric 

More garded then his fcllowcs : fee It done. 

floTfotte. Father in, I cannot get a feruice.no, 1 haucnerc a tong 
in my head, wel : if any man in Italy haue a fayrer table which 
doothofferto fwcarc vponabopke, I lhall haue good fortune} 
rroe too. hcere’s a fimple lyne of life, hccres a fmall tryfle of wmes, 
ths, fiftecnc wiues is nothing, a Icucn wi ddowes and nine maydes 
is a fimple commingin for one man, and then to fc^e drowning 
thrice, andto be in pcrrill ofmy life with the edge of a featherbed, 
heerc are fimple leap es : vvell.ifFortunebca woman (hesagood 
wench for this gcre : Father come, ilc take my leaue ofthc lewe in 





yc comjcatr atmrte of 
Sxit C/ew»e> 



thef;ynWing, 

Thf:/- ^ think# on this, 

Thefe tnm|s being bought and orderly bcftowcd 
Rcfurnc mjart for I doe fcaft to night 

My bcft eftecindacquaintance,hiefhcegoe. 

LeoH. Mybeacnacuoursrnallbedonchccrcin. 

^ . ^ffterGratime. 

Grm. V^ercsyourMaiftcr. 

LtoKAK Yonder fir he walkcf, 

Grati. Signior 
^ratiano. 

Gra. ihaucfutctoyou. 

'S((f Youhaucobfaindit, 

po«a« ovvild.tor-adc,andboldofvoycef * 

Parts that become thee happily enough/ 

And m fuch eyes as ours appearc not ftults 

But wljcre thou art not knownc 5. why thcic they Qiow 

Somthing too hbcrall.praphcc take Mine ^ 

To al ay wuh rotne cold drops ofraodefiie 
Thy skipping (pint Jeaft through thy wild bchauiour 

/bernifconftrcdmthcpiaccigocto, 

And Joofe my hopes. o * 

Gm Si%mt Bitjfasfk.hmcxaet t 

yfldoenotputonafobcchabitc, ‘ 

Talkc with refpea, and fweare but now and than 

JJ«repraycrbookcsinmypocket,lookcdcmu;eIv. ■ 

7,J’3f,andfigh anii fay amen t ^ 

Vie all fhc obftrusnee ofciuillity 

Like one wcimudied in a fad ofient 

Well, vve fliall fee your bearing. 

2?/^ No that werepitfy, 

. Iwould 



\ 



E^emt, 



$ 



— toe mercpaniroj~FT/TKV* 

/wooldintreateyourathcf to put on 
Yourboldcft futc ofmirth,for wehauefr ends 
That purpofc merriment : but far you well, 

^ Gw ^^dH rouft to Lorenfo and the reft, 

But wc will vifitcyou at fupper time. 

SnterliSxc^attdtheClowne. v 

Mtca. 7 am forry thou wilt le^uc my Father fo. 

Our houfe is hell, and thou a roeiry demU 
Oidll rob it of fomc taft of tedioufnes, 

Butfarthce well, thcrcis a ducat for thee. 

And Umcelet, foone at fupper flialt thou Icc 
who is thy new Maifters gueft, 

Giue him this Letter, doc it Iccrctly, _ 

And lb farwcll : I would not haue roy rather 

Seemeintallcewiththee. 

rw. Adicw.tearcs exhibit my tongue, moft beautifoll Pa- 
gan, moft fwcctc lewc, if a Chriftian doc notplay the knauc and 
Set thee, /am much deceaued 5 , but adiew, thefe foohlb drops doe 
fomthing drowhe my manly fpirit : adiew. 

Jejfica, Farwcll good Ldunceleu 
Alack, what heynous finne is itin me 

To be afhamed to be my Fathers child, _ 

But though 1 am a daughter to his blood ^ 

I am not to his manners : oLorenfo 
Yf thoukeepc promife /fhall end this ftrife, 

Become a fchriftian and thy louing wife* Exit. 

Enter gratkno,Lormfo,Salarym,andSaUmo. 

L eren. Nay, wc will flinkc away in liipper time, 

Difguife vs at my lodging, and returne all in an houre* 
gratia. We haue not made good preparation. 

Safari. We haue not fpokc vs yet of T orch-bcarers, 

Solmio. Tisvilc vnlefle it may be quaintly ordered. 

And better in my minde not vndertooke. 

Laren. Tis now but foure of clocke, wc haue two houres 









To furnifli vs \ friend JLnuncelet whats the newes. S^^tty 
hAmcelet. A n d it fhal pleafc you to breakc vp this, it flial 
to fignific. 

Loren. I know the hand, in faith tis a fairc hand, 

And whiter then the paper it writ on 
Is the fairc hand that writ- ' 

CrAtia. Loue, newes in faith. 

Lamce. By your Icaue fir. 

Loren. Whither goeft thou. 

Lame. Marry fir to bid my old Maifter the /ewe to fup to nielit 
with ray new Maiftcr the Chriftian. 

Loren. Hold hccrc take this, tell gentle 
/ will not failc her, Ipcakc it priuatly, 

Goc Gentlemen, will you prepare you ibr this raaske to night, 

/ am prouided of a Torch-bearer. Exit (^lerm 

Sal. / marry, ile be gone about it flraite. 

Sol. And fo will/. 

Loren. Mcete me and ^ratiano at G ratianos lodging 
Some hourc hence. 

Sal. Tis good we doc lb. Exit, 

gratia. Was not that Letter from fairc lejpca. 

Loren. I mu (1 needes tell thee all. Hie hath direfled 
How I fhall take her from her Fathers houfr. 

What gold and icwels fhe is furnilht with, 
what Pages futc (he hath in reaefmes, 

Y f ere the lewc her Father come to heauen, 

Y t will be for his gentle daughters lake. 

And neucr dare misfortune crolTc her foote, 

Vnlclfc fhe doc it vnder this cxculc. 

That Ihe is ifluc to a frithlclle lewe : 

Come goc with me, pcrvle this as thou goeft, 

Fairc /“is/^ffrlhall be my Torch-bearer. 

Enter Tewe and his man that vsas ihe Claivne. 

Jerve. W ell, thou lhalt fee, thy eyes lhall be thy iudge, 

The difference of old Shjloche and Baffanio $ 

What thou flialt not gurmandizc 



^ Mercy>cmt oj y tuncc* 

Asthouhaft donewith race : vvhat/#M, 

fnd fleepe, and fnore, and rend apparrailc out. 

Why/#<*Ihfy- „ 

thee call i I doe not bid thee calk 
Ciw. Your vvorlhip was wont to tell ine, 

1 could doe nothing without bidding. 

tnter lej/ica. 

Jeffica. Call you ’ what is your will i 

5 k lambidforthtofupper/#c4. 

There are my keyes : but wherefore fliould 1 goc » 

I am not bid for loue, they flatter me, 

But yet lie goc in hate, to feede t-pon 
The prodigall Chriftian. /#c4my girle, 
lookc to my houfc, / am right loth to goc. 

There is fomc ill a bruing towards my reft, 

For I did dreame of money baggs to night. 

Qvsone. 1 befeech you fir goc, my young Maiftcr 
doth expe^l your rcpfoch. 

Shy. So doc /his. 

Clmne. And they hauc conlpircd together , / will not lay 
you lhall fee a Maskc, but ifyou doe, then it was not for nothing 
that my nofe fell a bleeding on black monday laft, at fixe a clockc 
ith morning, falling out thatyeere on alhwcnfday was fourc yeere 
in thafternoone. 

Shy. What arc there maskcs?hearc you me /<^f4, 

lock vp my doores, and when you hcare the drumtne 
and the vile Iquealing of the wry-neckt Fiffc 
clamber not you vp to the cafetnents then 
Nor thruft your head into the publique ftrccte 
To gaze on Chriftian Iboles with varnilht faces s 
But ftop my houlcs cares, 1 meane my calements, 
let not the found of Ihallow fr>pprie enter 
my Ibbet houlc. By Jacobs ftaffc I fwearc 
J hauc no mindc of fcafting forth to night : 
but f will goe : goc you before me firra, 
fay /will come. 




oj" 

Ciowne. I will goc before fir. 

Millrcs lookc out at window for all this, 
there will come a ChrilUan by 
will bt worth a Icwes e)'e. 

Sfy/, What (ayes that foolc of Hagars ofipring ? ha. 
lejfica.^ His words were farewell niifJris, nothin® els. * 
Shy. 'The patch is kindc enough, but a hu®c teeder 
Snaiie flow in profit, and he flecpcs by day ° ’ 

more-then the wild-cat: drones hiue not with me, 
therefore / part with him. and part with him ^ 

to one that 1 would haue him helpe to waft 
his bortowed purfe. Welh/^rw goe in, 
perhaps /will rcturnc immediatlic, 
do as 1 bid you.lhut dores after you, faft bind/aft find, 
aproucibe ncuerftalcinthriftieminde. . 

lef. Farewell, and if my fortune be not croft,. 

I haue a Fathcr,you a daughter loft. Exit, 

Enter tlie mashers, Gratiann and Salerino. 
Grot. This is the penthoufe vnder which £dfettzo 
defired vs to make Hand. » 

SaL Hishowreis^ilmoftpaft. 

Gra. Anditismeruailc hcout-dwcllsliishowr^, 

for louers euer runne before the clockc. 

Sal. O tenne times fafler Femu pidgions flic 
to foalc loues bonds new made, then they arc wont 
to keepe obliged faith vnforfaited. 
gra. That euer holds': who rifeth from a feaft 
. with that kcene appetite that he fits downe i _ 
vvherc is the horfe that doth vnti-eada?.ainc 

his tedious meafurcs with the vnbated fire 
that he did pace them firft; all things that are 

are with morefpirit cliafctl then enioyd. 

How like a younger or a prodigall 

. the skarfod barke puts from her natiuc bay 
hugd and embraced by the ftrumpet wind, • 
how like the prodigall doth flie rcturnc 
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■' the Merchant of Temcg. 

withouer-wetherdiibbsandragged fades 

Icanc, rent, and beggerd by the ftrumpet wind ? 

Enter Loreazo. 

Sal. Hcerc comes Lorenz/), more of this hereafter. 
Lor. Sweet ftc®nds,ydur patience for my long abode 
not I but my affaires haue made you waitc^: 
vvhen you Ihall plcafe to play the thccucsfor wiucs 
lie watch as long for you then : approch 
' here dwcis my father lew. Howe whofe within? 

' lejftca abouc. 

/ejjC Who arc you ? tell me for more certainty. 

Albeit He fwearc that 1 doe know your tongue. 

Lor. LorenzonnAthyXoM^. 

lejpca. Lorenzo ceiftainc, and my loue indeed, 
for who loue I fo much ? and now who knowes 
but you Lorenzo whether I am yours ? 

Lor. Heauen&thy ihoughts arc wifnes that thou art. 
JeP Heerccatch tiiiscaskct,itisworfh thepaines, 

I am glad fis night you doc not looke on me, 
for 1 am much afliamdc of my exchange : 

But Ipuc IS blindc, and louers cannot fee ' 

The pretty follies that thcmfclucscommit, 
for if they could, C«/iidhim!elfe would blufh 
to fee me thus tranf- formed to a boy. 

Lor. Defcend, for you tmift be my torch-bearer, 
feP What, mufti hold a candle to my fhames, 
they in thcmfelucs goodfboth are too too lighfc 
Why, tis an office of difeouety loue, 
and I fhould be obfeurd. - 

Lor. So arcyou fwcet 

eueninthe louely gamilhofaboy, but come at once, 
for the clofe night doth play the runaway, 
and wc arc ftaid for at feaft. ' 
leP I will make foft the doores & guild my fclfc 
with fbmc mo ducats, and be with you ftraight. 

gra. Now'bymyhoodea gcntlc.andnolcw. 

Zdi*. Bdhrow me but I loue her hartilie, 

D 2. 
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i he comtcall nmorte oj 

For Hie is wife, if / can iudge of her, 
and fatre flic is, if that mine eyes be true, 
and true fhc is, as flic hath proou’dhcrftlfe : 

And tliercfore like herfelfc, wife, fairc, and true, 

£ha!l flie be placed in my conftant foulc. Enter IeJJ7ca. 

What, art thou come, on gentleman, away, 

our masking mates by this time for vS fla)^ Exit. 

Enter udnthonio. 






Whole there? 

Signior ty^nthonio i 

A»th. FiCjfie Gratiano, where are all the reft ? 

Tis nine a clocke, our friends all flay for you, 

No maskc to night, the wind is come about 
"Siffamo prefcntly will goe abord, 

I haue fent twentie out to feeke for you. 

Gra, I am glad onf, I delire no more delight 
then to be vnderlailc, and gone to night. Exemt. 

. Enter PertM with Morrocho and both 
theyr traines. 

'Por. Goe, draw afide the curt aines and dilcouer 
the feucrall caskets to this noble Prince : 

Now make your choyle. 

Afor, This firft of gold, who this inlcription beares. 
Who choofeth me, fhall gaine what many men delire. 
The fecond liluer, which this promilc carried 
Who choofeth me, lhall get as much as he deferues. 
This third, dull lead, with warning all as blunt, 

^Vho chooleth me, muft giue and hazard all he hath, ' 
How lhall I know if/ dbecboole the right? 

For. The one of thetfi containcs my pifture Prince, 
ifyou choofethat, then f am yours withall. 
tj^or. SomeGoddircfirmyiudgenicntjJetmelee, 

I will (uruay th inferiptionsj back agajnCj 
Whatfaies this leaden casket ? 

Who choofeth me, mull giue and hazard all he hath, 
Mull giue, for what ? for lead, hazard for lead ?■ 

This casket threatens men that hazard aU 



doe 



""" the Merchant 

AgoldellSlftoppesn 

Who chLfeth me, lhal get as he deferues. 

As much as he deferues, paufe there LMorocho, 
and weigh thy valcw with an euen hand, 

If thou beefl: rated by thy cftimation 
thou dooft deferuc enough, and yet enough 
May not extend fo farre as to the Ladie : 

And yet to beafeard of my deferuing 
vvere but a wcakc difabling of my felfe. 

As much as / deferue, why thats the Ladle. 

? doe in birth deferuc her, and m fortunes, 
in graces, and in qualities of breeding . 
but more then theft, in louc / doe dcftruCj 
what if / ftraid no farther, but chofc hcere ? 

Lets fee once more this faying grau’d in gold; 

Who choofeth me lhall gaine what many men dehre ; 
Why thats the Ladie, all the world dcfircs her. 

From thefbure corners of the earth they come 
to kill'c this Ihrine, this mortall breathing Saint. 

The Hircanion deferts, and the vaftie Wildes 
Of wide Arabia arc as throughfares now 
for Princes to come view fairc Portia. 

The waterieKingdomc, whole ambitious head' 
Spetsin theface of heauen, isnobarre 
To Hop the forraine Ipirits, but they come 
as ore a brooke to fee raire Portia. 

One of tilde three containes her licauenly pidlure. 

/ft like that leadc containes her, twere damnation 
to thinke lb bale a thought, it were too grolTe 
to ribb her ferecloth in the oblcure grauc, 

Or lhall I thinke in filuer fliees immurd 
becing tenne times vndervalewcd to tridc gold, 

O fmful thought, neuer fb rich a /cm 

vvasfet in worfe then gold. The)' haue in England ' 

D3 



TiorcomtcAirHifiom of ~~ 
A coync that bcarcs the figure of an Angcll 
ftampt in gold, hut thats infculpt vpon ; 

But hcerc an Angell in a golden bed 
lies all vvitliin. Deliuermcthckcy; 
hccrc doc 1 choofc, and thriue I as I may. 

'Tor. There take it Prince, and if my foripe lie there 
then I am yours J 

• Mor. O hell ! what haue wee heare, a carrion death, 
within whole emptic eye there is a written fcroule, 
lie readc the writing. 

thatgliSiers is not gold. 

Often hasse you heard that told. 

Many a man his life hath fold 
"But my oui/ide to behold, 

Cuilded timber doe veormes infold : 

Had you beene as wife as bold, 
Tomginlimbsfinsudgementold, 

T car atsnjwere had not beene infir old, 
VareyonwelTyour fate is cold. 

Mor. Cold indeede and labour loR, 

Then farewell hcate, and welcome froft : 

Portia adiew, 1 haue too grecu’d a hart 

To take a tedious leauc; diu> loolcrs part. Sxit. 

‘ T^or. A gentle riddance, draw the curtaines, go, 

Let all of his complexion choofc me lo. 

^letSalarinoitiASolamo. 

Sal. why man I Giw vndcr fayle, 
with him is Gratiam gone along 5 
and in theyr fliip I am fure Lore/izo is not. 

Sola. The villainc lew with oiita ies raifd the Duke, 
who went with him to learch Bajfanios lliip. 

Sal. He came too late, the Ihip was vndcrlaiic. 

But there the Duke was giuen to Ynderfiand 
that in a Gondylo were leenc together 
• LarenKo and his amorous lejpca. 

Belides, s^mhonio certified the Duke 
they were not ;with in his Ihip. 



the Mcf chant cjy efJtce» 

Sol. I neuer heard a pafsion fo confufd. 

So llrangc, outragious, and fo variable 
as the dogge lew did ytter m the (Ireets, 

My daughter, 6 my ducats, o my 

Fled witfi a.Chrilhan, 6 my Chrifiian ducats. 

luflice, the law.roy ducats, and my daughter, 

A fealed bag, two fealcd bags of ducats 

of double ducats, (lolne from me by my daughter, 
and lewcls two Hones, two rich and precious (tones, 
Stolne by my daughter : iulhee, find the girle, 
fhee hath the Hones vpon her, and the ducats. 

Sal. Why all the boy cs in Venice follow him, 
en’ino' his Hones, his daughter, and his ducats. 

Soil Let good Anthomo looke be kcepc his day 
or he fhall pay for this. 

Sal. Marry well renjembred, 

I realbnd with a Frenchman yeflerday, 
who told me, in the narrow feas that part 
the Frenchand EngliHi, there milcaricd «« 
a vcHell of our country richly fraught : 

1 thought vpon Anthonio when he told me, 
and wilht in filcnce that it wer^not his. 

Sol. You were beH to tell Anthomo what you heare, 
Yet doe notfuddainely,for it may greeuc him. 

Sal. A kinder gentleman treades not the earth, 

I faw and part, 

told him he would make Ibmc (pcede 
of his returne : he aunfwcrcd, doe not lb, 
flUmber not bulines for my lake 'Bafanio, ^ 
but Hay the very riping of the tune, 
and for the /ewes bond which lie hath of me 



let it 



not enter in your minde of louc : 



be mcrr\', and imploy your cheefeH thoughts 
to courtHiip, and Inch faire oHcnts of louc 
,as lliallconueniently become you there. 

And cuen there his eye being big witii fearcs, 
turning his face, he put his hand behind him, 
and with alFeftion wondrous fencible 
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HeSvrung J^afa>}io/hand, 9 nd fo they parted. 

So/. • / (hinkc hec onely loues the world for him, 

I^ray thee let vs goe and findc him out 
and (Quicken his embraced heauincs 
with fomc delight or other. 

Sa/. Doc we (b. Exeunt. 

Enter and a Seruiturc. 

Ner. (^ickjCjuick I pray thee, draw the curtain ftrait, 
The Princ.e of Arragon hath tane his oath, 

' and comes to his elcdion prciently. 

Enter tArrogon, his traync, and Portia. 
Tor. Behold, there Hand the caskets noble Prince, 
yf you choofc that wherein I am containd - 
ftraight fhall our nuptiall rights be folemniz’d ; 
but ifyou faiic, without more Ipcech my Lord 
you muft be gone from hence immcdiatly. 

iArra. I am enk>ynd by oath to oblerue three things, 
Firft, neuer to vnfold to any one 
which casket twas / chofe 5 next, if 1 faile 
of the right casket, nener in my life 
to wooe a maidc in way of marriage: 
laftly , if /doe faile in fortune of my choyle, 
immcdiatly fo leaue you, and begone. 

Tor. Tothcfeinmnftionseuery'onedothfvvcari 
that comes to hazard for my worthlelle felfc. 

iArr. And fo hauc I addreft me, fortune now 
To my harts hope : gold, filuer,and bafe Icad.- 
Who choofeth me, muff giue and hazard all he hath. 

Y ou fliall looke fairer ere I giue or hazard. 

What faies the golden cheft, ha',Jet me fee. 

Who choofeth me, fhall gainc what many men delire, 
What many men defire,that many may be meant 
by the foole multitude that choofc by fhow, 
not learning more then the fond eye doth teach, 
which pries not to thinteriour, but like the Martlet ' 



“ the Merchant oj Ventce, 

Buildsin the weather on theoutward wall, 

Euen in the force and rode of cafuait)^ 

/will not choofc what many men dehre, 

Becaufc I will not iurape with common fpirits, 

And ranke me with the barbarous multitudes. 

Why then to thee thou filuer treafure houfe, 

Tell me once more what title thou dooft beare ? 

Who choofeth me fhall get as much as he deferue?, 

And well fayde to ; for who fhall goe about 
To cofen Fortune, and be honourable 
without the ftampc of merrit, let none prclumc 
To weare an vndeferued dignity : 

0 that cflates, degrees, and offices, 

were not deriu’d corruptly, and that clearc honour 
vvcrc purchaft by the merrit of the wearer, 

How many then fhould couer that ftand bare i 
How many be commaunded that commaund ? 

How much lowpcafantry would then be gleaned 
From the true feede of honour ? and how much honour 
Pickt from the chaft and ruin of the times. 

To be new varnift 5 well but to my choife. 

Who choofeth me fhall get as much as he dcfenies, 

1 will affumc defert 5 giue me a key for this, 

And inftantly vnlockc my fortunes heere. 

Portia. Too long a paufe for that which you finde there. 
%Arrag. What’s heere, the pourtrait of a blinking idiot 
Prefenting me a fhedule, I will reade it : 

How much vnlike art thou to TortM ? 

How much vnlike my hopes and ray deferuings. 

Who choofeth me, fhall hauc as much as he defoucs ? 

Did I deferue no more then a fooles head. 

Is that my prize, are my deferts no better ? 

Tortia. T o offend and judge arc diflinft offices, 

And of oppofed natures. 
oArrag. What is heere? 

The fier featun timet tried this, 

Seauen timet tried that iudement a, 

' E, 




That 



The comtcatl Hi^orte of 

That did neuer choo/e amisy * 

Some there be that Jhadoives 
Snch haue but a JJjadotves hlk : 

T here be f coles altue Ivpts 
Siluerd olre, and Jo was this. 

7 ake what wife you will to bed^ 
f will euer be your head : 

S 0 be gone y you are [fed. 

^ rrag. Still more foolc I ihall appearc 
By the time I linger hecrc, 

With one foolcs head / came to woo. 

But I goc away with two. 

Sweet adiew, ilc keepe my oath^ 

PacientlyVo bearc my wroath. 

Tortia. Thus hath the candle fingd the month r 
O thefe deliberate fooles when they doc choofcj 
They haue the wifedome by their w^it to loofc 
Nerrijf- The auncient faying is no herifie, 
i^/anging and wiuinggocs by dellinie. 

Portia. Come draw the curtainc Nerrijfa. 

Enter mPeJfenger^ 
mfejf. WhercismyLad}^ 

TPortia. /yeere, what would my Lord ? 

J^ejf. Madame, tlocre is a- lighted at your gate 
A young V enctian, one that comes before 
To figmfic th approching ofhisLord, 

From whom he bringeth fenfiblc regrcetsj 
To wit, (bcfidcs commends and curtrous breath) 
Gifts of rich valicw 5 yet 1 haue not Iccnc 
So likely an Embaflador of louc. 

A day in Aprill neuer came fo fwcetc 
To fliow how'coll!)' Sommer was at hand. 

As this foreTpurrer comes'bcforc his Lord. 

T ortia. No more I pray thee, I am halfe a-fcard 
Thou wilt fay anone he is feme kin to thee. 

Thou fpcndllfiich high day w it in prayfinghim : 






ihe Merch'm OJ Venice, 

Come come for I long to fee 
Quick C»MPoft that comes fomannerl^^^ 

Lord, louc if thy 
Solanio mA '^akrino. 

NowwhatncwcsontheRyalto ? . 

’solan Why yet it liucs there vncheckt.that JnthoKio hath a mip 
of richlading wrackt on the narrow Seas; the Goodwins 1 thinke 
they call the place, a very dangerous flat, and fatall, wheix the car- 
carics of many a tall Ihip he buried, as they fay, if my goflip report 

bean honefl: woman of her word. ^ , , ■ 

Solmio. I would flic were as lying a goffip in that, as euer knapt 
Gintrcr, or made her neighbours belccuc flic wept for the death of 
a third husband : but it is true, without any flips of prolixity, or 
cro(Iin<r tlieplaine high way of talkc , that the good Anthomo, the 



name company. 

Come, the full Hop. i - i u t i n a,- 

Soknitt. Ha, what fiycft thou.why the end is, he hath lolt a Ihip. 

Sakri. /.would it might prouc the end of his Jofles. 

Sokmo. Let me fay auieiibctimcs.lcaft the dcuil crolTc my prai- 
cr.fop hecrc he conies in the likcncs of a /ewe. How novTShylocke, 
what nevves among the Merchants? Enter Shylockf^ 

^■hy. You kncw.nonefo well, noncfowcllasyou,ofmy daugh- 

fersflight. - ,.,.111 

Sakri. Tliats cerfaine,/ for my part knew the Taylor that made 

thcwingsflic.flew withall. - , 

Soka. And Stojlocke for his own part knew the bird was flidge, 
and then it is the complexion of them all to leaue the dam. 

Shy, Sheisdamndforit. 

Sakri. Tliats certainc, if the dcuill may be her ludge. 

Sh, My owne flclh and blood to rebell. 

Out vpon it old carrion, rebels it;it thefe yeercs. 

Shy, 1 fay my daughter is my flefli and my blood. 

Sakri. There is more difference bctwccnc thy flcfli and hers, 
then betweene /ctand "uoric, morebetwecnc your bloods, then 
there is bet weenc red wine and rcruiifli : but tell vs, doc you hcare 
Whether haue had any Ioffe at fca or no ? 

£ a Shy. There 




The comicall BiTlorie of " 

Shy. There I hauc another bad match, a bankrout. aprodi»,n 
who dare fcarce fhcwe his head on the Ryalto , a bcgew that 
vfd to come fo fmug vpon the Mart : let him Jooke to his bond* 
he was vvont to call me vfurcr, let him looke to his bond, hce w ’ 
wont to lendc money for a ChrUhan curfie , let himjookctolit 
bond. ‘ ; 

Salari, Why I am fure if he foifaite, thou wilt not take his fl?n. 
what’s that good for ? ’ 

Sbyl. Tobaitcfifliwithall, ifitwill feede nothin^ clfe , it will 
feede my reuenge; hec hath difgrac’d me, and hindred me’halfea 
million, laught at my lodes, mockt at my gaines, fcorned my Na- 
tion, thwarted my bargaines, cooled my friends, heated mine enc^ 
mics, and whats his reafon, lama lewe : Hath not a lewe eyes 
hath not a lewe hands, organs,dcmentions, fences, affcAions, pat 
(ions, fed with the fame foode, hurt with the fame weapons,' fub- 
iefttothefame difeafes, healed by the fame mcancs, warmed and 
cooled by the fame Winter and Sommer asaChridian is: ifyou 
pricke vs doe we not bleede, if you tickle vs doe wee not laucrh, if 
you poyfon vs doc wee not die, and ifyou wrong vs (hall wc^e not 
reucnge,ifwcarclikeyouin the rcft,wcwill rcfcmblc you in that, 
Ifa lewe wrong a Ghriftian, what is his humillity, reuen<^e?lfa 
C hriftian wrong a lewe, whatihould his fufferance be by Chrifli- 
an example, why reuenge ? The villanic you teach me I will exe- 
cute, and it (hall goe hard but I will better the inftruftion. 
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. SnteramoMfrom hnthoriio. 

Gentleftien, my maidef Aitthenio is at his houfe > and deliresia 
^eake with you both. 

Saleri, We hauc bcen^ vp and downe to feeke him. 
jE»rey Tuball. 

Selanio. Heere comes another of the Tribe, a third cannot bee 
matcht, vnlefle the deuill himfelfc turne lewe. Exeunt Gentlemen, 
Enter Tiihill. 

Shy. How now Ttthall, what newes from Genowa, haft thou * 
found my daughter ? 'i 

7ubalL I often came where I did facare of her,, but cannot ■ 

her.. 



• % 



■tjii ■ MiVcHihi oj r erhez, 

shi'och^ why there,there,there,thcre,a diamond |one cofl me 

Jo&oufanddLtsinFranckford, thccurfeneuer fell^ 

Nation till now, I neuer felt it till nowe, two thoufand ducats m 
that & other precious precious icwels 5 1 would my daughter were 
dead at my foote.and the icwels in her care : would Ih.e were hearft 
at my foote, and the ducats in her coffin : no newes 
fo ’ and I know not whats fpent in the fearch : why j^ou IpfTe yp- 
on lofTc, the thcefc gone with fo much, and fo 
theefe, and no fatisfaSion, no reuenge, nor no ill lucke ftirring but 
whatlightsamy Ihoulders, no fighs but a ray breathing, no tearcs. 

but a my flicdding. ... t l j 

Tuball. Yes, other men hauc ill lucke to, ..^»/^o»wasIheard 

Ml Genowa ? 

Shy. What, whiit,what, ill lucke, ill lucke. 

TMI. Hath an Argofic caft away coraming from T ripolK. 

Shy. I thank God,/ thank God,is it true, i«it true. 

TabaR. /fpokc with fomc of the Saylers that cfcaped the wrack. 
Shy.. I thank thee good T teball, good newes, good newes : ha ha, 

heere in Genowa. ■ 

Tuball. Your daughter fpent in Genowa, as I heard, one night 
fourefebre ducats. 

Shy. Thou ftickfta dagger in me, I lhall neuer fee my golda- 
gainc. fourc fcore ducats at a fitting, foure fcore ducats. 

Tuball. There came diuers of nthonios creditors in my com- 
pany to Venice, that fweare, he cannot choofe but breake. 

Shy. I am vciy glad ofit, ile plague him , ile torture him, /am 
glad ofit. 

T uball. One of them fhewed mee a ring that hee Iiad of your 
daughter fora Monky. 

Shy. Out vpon her, thou torturefl: mcc 7 »W/, itwasmyTutr 
kies, lhad it of Leah when I was a Batchelef ; I would not haUc 
giuen it for a Wildernes of Monkics. 

Tuball. But is certoinly vndone. 

Shy. Nay,that’stfUc, that’s very true, goe 70^4// fee mean Offi- T 
cer, befpeake him a fortnight before, 1 will haue the hart of him if 
heforfeite, for were he out of Venice ! can makf what merchan- 
dize I will : gpc 7 «&?//, and meete me at our Sinagogue, goe good- ^ 

E. 3 TuhaRf 
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TuhitU, at our Sinagoguc T Khali. Sxe$m, 

Enter Eajfanie, Tertia, gratiano, and ail 
their traynes. . 

Portia, I pray you tarry, pau(c a day or two 
Beforeyoii nazard, for in choofing wrong 
/loofe your companie 5 therefore forbearc a while, 
Thercs fomething tells me (but it is not louc) 

I would not loofe you, and you jenow your fclf^ 

Hate counfailcs not in fuch a quallify *, 

But leaf! you (liould not vnderfland me well. 

And yet a may den hath no tongue, but thought, 

1 would detaineyou hcerc (bme moncth or two 
before you venture for me. I could teach you 
howtochoofcright.butthenlamforfwornc,’ ' 

So wili-/ neuer bfc, lb may you mifle me. 

But ifybu doe, youle make me wi/li a finne,. 

That I had beene forlworne : Beflirow your.cye^ 

They haue ore-loo let me and deuided uic, 

One halfe of me is yours, the other halfo ypurs, 

^ine ownc I wouldfiiy : but if mine then yours. 

And fo all yours 5 6 thefo naughty times 

puts bancs betwecnc the owners and their rights. 

And fo, though yours, not yours, (prouc it fo^ 

Let Fortune goe to hell for it, not! 

I fpeake top Jong; but tis topcize the time, 

T o cell it, and to draw it out in length, • 

,Toftay you from cle^hon. 

Lctmechoole, 

For as I am, J liuc vpon the racke. 

7or. Vponthencke Pajjanio, then canfedi 

what treafon there is mingled with your loucr 
Bajf. None but that vgly treafon of miftruft, 1 

which makes me fcarc tn’inioying of my Loue, 

There may as vyell be amity and life 
T weene foow and fire, as treafon and my loue. 

P or. I but I fcarc you fpeake vpon the racke 
where men cnforeed doclpcake any thing. 






“ the Merchant oj I'em^ 

Baf. Promife me life, and ile confclTc the truth. 
Portia. Well then, confelTc and liue. 

Z?4 ConfclTc and loue 
1 had beene the very fum of my confclllpn : 

0 happy torment, when ray torturer 

! • doth teach me aunfwcrcs for deliuerance : 

I But let me to my fortune and the caskets. 

I Portia. Away then, I am lockt in one of them. 

If you doe louc me, you will findc me out. 

iVerr# and the reft, ft'and all aloofo, 

I Letmufiqucfoundwhilchc doth make bischoyfc. 

Then if he loofe he makes a Swan-like ctid. 

Fading in miriique. That the comparifon 
may Hand more proper, my eye lhall be the ftrcafflC 
and watry death-bed for him : he may win, 
i And what is mufiqup than i Than mufique is- 

eucn as the flourifli, whentrue fubiefts bowe 
to a new crowncd'Monarch : Such it is, 

As are thofe dulcet founds inbreake of day. 

That crccpc into the dreaming bridc-groomes care,. 
Andfummon him to marriage. Now he goes 
I vvith no Icftc prclencc, but with much more loue 
^ Then young Alcides, when he did redeeme 
i The virginc tribute, payed by howling Troy 

: To the Sca-monftcr : t ftand for lacrificc, 

# The reft aloofc are the Dardanian vviues : 

With bleared vilages come forth to view 
TheifTucofth’exploit ; CoeHcrculcSj 
Liue thou, I liue with much much more difinay, 

1 view the fight, then thou that mak’ft the fi'ay. 

Song thewhii'si Bajfanio comttients on the caskets 
tohimfelfe. 



*T ell me where is fancie bred. 
Or in the hart, or in the head. 
Hew begot, how nenrijbed I 



%epRe, re^Pts, 
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It U engendred in the eye, 

With gAung fed. And pAncie diet : 

^n the CTAdie where it liet 
J et vs aU ring F Andes knell, 
lie begin it. 

‘Ding, dong, bell. 

All. ‘Ding,dong,bell. 

'Baf So may the outward fliowes be Icaft them(eluet| 
The world is ftill deceau’d with ornament 
In Law, what plea fo tainted and corrupt, 

But being (cafbn’d with a gtaciout voyce, 

Ob(cures the Ihow of euill. /n religion 
What damned error but fbrne fober brow 
will bleffc it, and approuc it widi a text. 

Hiding the grofnes with faire ornament : 

There is no voyce fo fimpJe, but aflumes 
Some markcorvertueon his outward parts? 

How many cowards whole harts are all as fallc 
As (layers of land, weare yet vpon their chins 
The beards oP Hercules and frowning LMurs, 
who inward ftarcht, haue lyuers whiteas miJkc, 

And the(e allume but valours excrement 
To render them redoubted. Looke on beauty, 

And you (hall fee tis purchall by the^eight, 
which therein works a miracle in nature, 

Making them lighted that weare mod ofit ; 

So are thole crilped lhaky golden locks 
which maketh luch wanton gambols with the wind 
V pon (uppolcd luirenes, often knowne - 

To be the dowry of a Iccond head. 

The Icull that bred them in the Sepulclier. 

Thus ornament is but the guiled Ihore 
To a mod dangerous lea : the beaufious favPc 
vailing an Indian beauty 5 In a word. 

The feeming truth which cunning times put on 
T o intrap the wifed. Therefore then thou gaudy gold. 
Hard food for I will none of thee. 
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Vior none of thee thou pale and common drudge 
iweenesnanand man : but thou, thou meager lead 
which rather threatenfl: then doft promife ought, 
thy palcnes moues me more then eloquence, 

andheere choofe I, ioy be the cpnfequencc. 

How all the other paffions fleet to ayre, 
Asdoubtfoll thoughts, and ralh imbrac^ dcfpairef- 
And Ihyddring fearc, and grecne-eyed icalouUe. 

0 loue be moderate, allay thy extafie. 

In rocafure raine thy ioy , fcant this excellc, 

1 fcelc too much thy blclfing, make it Icflc 
for fcate /forfeit. 

Baf. Whatfindelheere? * _ j 
Faire Tar/MX counterfeit. Whatjdcmy God 
hath come fd neere creation i mouc the(c eyes ? , 

Or whither riding on the balls of mine 

fecroc they in motion ? Heere arc (euerd lips 1 

parted with liigcr breath, fo fwcet a barre 

foould funder fuch fwcet friends; heere in her haircs 

the Paynter playes the Spyder, and hath wouen 

3 golden raemtyntrap the harts of men - 

fader then gnats in cobwebs, but her eyes 

how could he fee to doe them ? hauing made one, 

me thinkesit Ihould haue power to dcale both his , 

and Icaue itfolfe vnfumi(ht j Yetlooke how forre 

the fiibdancc of ray praife doth wrong this lhadow 

in vnderpryfing it, fo farre this lhadow 

doth Unipe behind the fubdance. Heeres thcfcroule, 

ihc continent and lummaric of ray fortune. 

Tou that ehoofi not bjt the view ' 

ChAHHceAsfdre, And choefi AS true s 
Since this fortune falls to you, > ' 

fSe content, and feeki- ^C! new. 

Jfyofi be well pleajd with this', 

And holdyourfoHunefor your bli^e, 

Tame you where your Lady is, . 

v^ndelAimherwithAlomngkfs, ' 

Ft 













- i be iu 
A gentle ftroulc; F.iire L 
1 come by note to giue, ancitoreccuuc, 

Like one of two contending in a prize 
That thinks he hath done well in peoples eyes ; 
Hearing applanfc and vniucrial! inoutc, 

Giddy in {piiit, Hill gazing in a doubt 
vvlicther thofe peales of praife be his or no. 

So thrice fairc Lady Hand 1 euen fo, 

As doubtfull whether what I fee be true, 

Vntill confirmd, fignd, ratified by you. 

‘Por. You lee me Lord Bafamo where I Hand, 
fuch as I am ; though for iny felfe alone 
I would not be ambitious inHiy wifh 
to wilfi my felfe mud) better, yet for you, 

I would be trebled twentie times my Iclfc, 
a thouGind times more faire, tenne thoufand times ^ 
more rich, that ortely to (land high in your account, 
I might in vcrtucs, beauties, linings, fiiends 
excccde account : but the full fumme of me 
is fume of fbmething : v\ hich to termein grofTe, 
is an vnlelibnd girle, vnlchoold, vnpraftized, 
happy in this, fhe is not yet fb old 
but fhe may Icirnc : happier then this, 
fhee is not bred fb dull but fhe can learne » 
happieff of all, is that her gentle fpirit 
commits it felfe to yours to be direfted, 
as from her Lord, her gouernour, her King. 

My felfe, and what is mine, to you and yours 
is now conuerted. But now I was the Lord 
of this fairc manfion, maifter of mV fei uants, 
Queenc ore my felfe : and euen now, but now, 
this houfe, thefe feruaunts, apd this fame my felfe 
£pc yours, my Lords, I giue them with this ring, . 
which when you part from, Joofc, or giue away, 
let it prefage the ruine, of your loue, 
and be my vantage to'exclaiiiTe on you. ^ 

Maddain, you haue bereft me of all words. 



tdy.byyourlcaue, 
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and there is fuch confufion in my powers, 
as after fomc oration fairely fpoke 

by a beloucd Prince, there doth appeare 

aniongthcbuzzingplcafcdmultitudc. 

Where eucry fbmthing bceing blent together, 

turnestoawildofno|hing,faucofioy 
t (}{preft,mdnotc)cpreft5botwhcnthisnng 

parts from this finger, then parts life from hence, 

S then be bold to fay Bafamoj dead. 

Mey. My Lord and Lady, it is now our tinic 
that hauc ftoodc by and fccne our wifhes profper, 
fo cry eood,ioy,'good ioy my Lord and Lady. 

Gra. My LordS/#«i>, and my gentle Lady, 

I wifli you all the ioy that you can wifh; 

for/ara furc you can will) nbnefrom me : i 
and when your honours mcanc to fblemnize 
thcbargainc of your fayth ; I doc befecch you 
euen at that time I may be married to. 

Witl) all my hart, fo thou canft^et a wife. 

Gra, IthankcyourLordlhip.youhauegotmeop* 
jMy eyes my Lord can looke as twiftas yours : 
you faw the ptiflres, 1 beheld the roayd : 

V ou iou’d, /lou’d for intcrmjfljon, 

Ho more pertaines to me my lord then you j 
your fortune flood vpon the caskets there, 
and fb did mine to as the matter falls s 
for wooing hccre vntill / fivetagaine, / 

and fwcaring till my very rough was dry 
withoathesofjouetatlaftjifpromifelan: - 
Igotapromifeofthisfaireoneheere' ' 
to hau« her loue t prouided that your fortune 
atchiii’d her miOrcs. 



Is this true 

N ff. Maddam it is, (b y ou (land pleafd withalL 
'Baff. And doe yon^ratiatHi taesne good%'ch ? 

Gf4. YcsfaitkinyX'Ot'd. 



F^. 




Sajf. Ourfcaft flialbc much honored in your maria^Ci 
Gra. Wcle play with them the firrt boy for a thouland ducai 
2 N( 5 >*. What and flake downc ? 

Gra. No, we fhall ncrc win at that fport and flake downe. 

But who comes hecre ? and his infidcll ? 

what, and my old V enccian friend Salerio / 

Enter LorenKO, lejpca, and SaUrto a mcficnger 
from Venice. 

’Ba^a. Lorens and Salem, welcome hether, 
if that the youth of my newe intrefl hcerc 
hauc power to bid you welcome : by your Icaue 
I bid my very friends and countrymen 
fvveet Portia welcome. 

For, So doc I my Lord, they are intirely welcome, 

L or. I than kc your honour, for my part my Lord 
my purpofewasnot to haue feeneyou hcere^ 
but meeting with Salerio by the way 
he did intreatemc paflall frying nay 
to come with him along. ‘ 

Sal. I did my Lord, ^ . 
andIhaucreafonforit,Signior>^»/)^ff»;<j ' 

commends him to you, -i 

Sajf. Ere I ope his Letter 

I pray you tell me how my good friend doth. 

Sal. Notfickemy Lord.vnleflcitbcinmind, 
nor well, vnlefTe in mind : his letter there 
will /how you his eflate. open the letter. 

' gra. Nerrijfa, cheere yond flranger.bid her welcom. 
Your hand 5<r/m<7, what’s the newes from, Venice ? 

How doth that royall Merchant good ty^nthonio i 
1 know he will be glad of our fuccefTe, 

We are the we haue wone the fleece. 

Sal. I would you had won the fleece that he hath lofl. 

Per. There are fbme fhrowd contents in yond fiinepaper 
Tltat flcales the colour from Bajfanios cheeke. 

Some deere friend d^d, elfc nothing in the^vvorld 
could. turnefo much the conftitution 



ofany conllant man : what worfean^d wotfe \ 
fwirMeaue Bdarno I am halfc your fclfc, 

thatthisfamcpaperb»ng$you. 

M Ofwcetc^«>'tM> ,, , 

heere arc a few of the vnpleafant’ft words 
that euer blotted paper. Gentle Lady 
when I did firfl impart my oue to you, 

I freely told you all the wealth I had 

tanoein jny vaincs, I was a gentleman, ^ 

and then /told you true : and yet deere Lady 

rating my fclfe at nothing, you fball fee 

how much /was a Braggart, when I toldyou > 

my flate was nothing, 1 Ihould then haue told you 

that / was worfc then nothing \ for indeede 

I haue ingag’d my fclfe to a deere friend, 

inga»’d my friend to his mccre encmie 

toTeede my meanes. Hcerc is a letter Lady, 

the paper as the body of my friend, 

and euery word in it a gaping wound 

iffuing life blood. But is it true Salerio 

hath all his ventures faild, what not one hit, 

from Tripolis, from Mexico and England, 

from Lisbon, Barbary, and /ndia, 

and not one veflell frape the dreadful! touch 

of Merchant-marring rocks ? 

Sal. Not one my Lord. 

Befides, it fhould appeare, that ifhe had 
the prefent money to difeharge the lew, 
hcc would not mkc it ; neuer did / know 
a creature that did bcare the lhape ofmaii 
fo keene and greedie to confound a man. 

He plyes the Duke at morning and at night, 
and doth impeach the freedome of the ftate 
ifthey deny him iuflice. Twentie Merchants, 
the Duke himfclfe, and the Magnificoes 
of greatefl port hauc ail perfrva^ed with hinii 





but none can driue hitniroin the enuious plea 
of forfaiturc, ofiuftice, and his bond. 

fej/j. When I was with him, I hauc beard him fwcare 
to and to his country ..men, 

that he would rather hauc • 

then twenfie times the value of the (umme 
that he did owe him : and 1 know my lord, , 
if law, authoritie, and powerdenie not, • 
it will goc hard with poorc 

^or. Is it your decre friend that is thus in trouble? 

Baf. The decreft friend to me, the kihdell man, - 
the beft conditiond and vnwearied fpirit > 

in dooingcurrefies : andone in whom 
the auncient Romainc honour more appcarcs 
then any that drawes breath in /talic. 

For. What furamc owes he the lew ? 

Bajf. For me three thoufand ducats. 

.^or. What no more, pay him fix thoi}(and,&-dcfac« the bond’ 
double fi.xc thotifandand then treble that, 
before a friend of this difeription 
fhalllofi: a haire through Baftniot fault. 

Firft goc with me to Church, and call me wife, 
and then away to Venice to your friend j • 

ibrneuer Ihal! you lie by Ptfrriw fide 
with an vnquiet foule. You (hall hauc gold 
to pay the petty debt twenty times oucr,. 

Whch it is payd, bring your true friend along, 
my may d and ray (clfc roeanc time 

will liue as maydes and widdowesj come away, 
for you fliall hence vpon your wedding day ! 
bid your ffeends wclcornc, (how a merry cnecrc, 
fince you are deerc bougbf.I w'ill louc you decrc. 

But let me hcare the letter of your fticndc 
« . 

Swttt Ba(Tanio , mjjhipilkmf all mifimed,tn) CreSton itinn 
cratlli my e^att u very Icroi my bond to the I^euforfaite, 
fayiKgie,itismfoJsibk}J!jottidhHe, ad debt t are (leerd btmoiejd 



^ r pg iyig r CT J>a»t oj r tnrev.- — — — T~ 

Aiifl mkht $Ht fee yo» at m death t notmBUn£ng,vfeyotir^tea^ 
tfyonr lone do not perfaade you to come, let not my letter, 

Pi>r. O louc ! difpatch all bulincs an,d be gone. 

Bai. Since /hauc your good leaue to goe away, 

I will make ha(l 5 but till I come agame, 

nobed (hall ere be guilt ic of my flay, 
nor refl be incerpofer twixt vs twame. 

Exemt. 

l£.ntcrtheIen>r»ndSalerio,3Tidt/dnthanu, i- 

andthelaylor. 

letp. Iaylor,looketohim,tellnotmcof^ercie, 
thiiisthefoolcthatlcnt out money gratis, 
laylor, looke to him. 

Hcare me yet good 

/f». He hauc my bond, fpeake not againfi my bond,. 

I hatte fworiic an oath, that I will hauc my bond f 
thou call’dft me dogge before thou hadft a cauft, . 
but fince I am a dog, beware my phanges, 
the Duke (hall'^raunt me iufticc, I do wonder 
thou naughtie /aylor that thou artib fond 
to come abroade with him at his requefl. 
el^«. Ipraythcehearemcfpeake. 
leiv. He haue my bond. 1 will not heare thee (peake. 

He hauc my bond, and therefore (peake no more. 

He not be made a (oft and duH eydc fbole, 

'to (hake the head, relent, and figh, and yccld 
to chrifHan interceflers ; follow nofi 
He haue no fpeaking, /win haue mj' bond, 

ExitJeve. • 

Sol, Icisthcmoflimpenitrablecurre n 

.. that euer kept with men. ^ 

Let him alone, 

Ile folbw him no more with bootlcfl^raycrs. ' ^ 

hc« 




hcc fcckcs my life, his reafon well /know j 
I oft dcliucrd from his fbrfeytures 
many that haue at times made mbne to me, 
therefore be hates me. 

!>aI. I am fare the Duke will ntucr grant 
this forfaiture to hold. ' 

^/4n. The Duke cannot denic the courfe of laws 
for the com moditie that ftrangers haue 
vvith vs in V enice, if it be deny cd, 
wilt much impeach the iufhce of the Rate, 
fince that the trade and profit of the cjrty 
confifteth of all Nations. Therefore goc, 
thefe griefes and loilcs haue fo bated me 
that / lhall hardly fpare a pound of flefh 
to morrow, to roy bloody Creditor. 

Well /aylor on, pray God Sajfamo conic 
to fee me pay Iris debt, and then I care not. f .vr/fst, 

^ntci Portia, Nerrifa,L'’ren^,Iepc(t,mdg 
^ man ofTortiai . ' 

Lor. Maddam, although 1 fpcake it inyouf prefence, 
you haue a noble and a true conceite 
. of god-like araitic, which appcarcs moft fitongly 
in bearing thus the abfcncc of your Lord. 

But if )'ou knew to whom you (how this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend relcefe, ^ 
howdeerealouerofmyLordyourhusbandj- 
1 know you would be prouder of the works 
then cuftomaric bountie can enforce you. 

Ter. I ncucr did repent for dooihg good, 
nor fliall not now ; for in companions 
that doc conuerfc and waH the time together, 
vvbofe foules doc bcarc an egall yoke of loue, 
there muft be needes a like proportion 
of lyniamcnts, of manners, and of fpirit j 
which makes me tbinkc that this t^ntbom 
bceing the bofome louer of my Lord, 
muft needes be like my Lord. If it be fo, 



j e MeYcMm oj t'emee, ^ 

How little Is the coft I haue beftoW^' 

Krchafing thefemblanceofmy foulcj 
out the ftatc of hdhfo cmclty, 

mcomes too ncere the praifing of my fclft, 
ThUforenomorcofit: hcereother things 

Lorenfi I commit into your hands, 

The husbandryund mannage of my houfe, 

Vntill ray Lords rcturnc : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath d a fecret vowe, 

To liuc in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by 7i(emj|J^ hcerc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords rcturnc, 

There is a Monaftry two miles o^fle. 

And there we will abide. I doc defirc you 

nottodenicthisimpofition, 

the which roy loue and foroc ncccluty ■ 

Dowlaycsvponyou. 

Isrenf. Madame, with all my hart, 

Khallobeyyouiriallfairccommaunds. 

Por. My people doc already know my mind. 

And will acknowle^eyoaand?ej^C4» , 

in place of Lord and roy felfc. 

So far you well till wc fliall meetc againe. 

Fairc thoughts and happy houres attend on you. 

Jefft. /wifli your Ladifliip all harts content. 

Ter, I thank you for your wifo. and am well pleafd 
to wilh if back on you 5 far you well BxtHDi. - 

Now 'BMufer, as I haue cucf found thee honeft true, 

So let roc find thee ftill' : take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indcuour of a roan, 

In fpeede to Mantua, fee thou render this 
Sntomy cofin bands Dofior 

And lookewhiat notes and garments he doth giuc thee, 
bring them /pray thee with imagin’d (jjccdc 
vnto the T tane A, to the common Ferric 
which trades to Venice \ waft no time in words 
but get thee gonc,I fliall be there before thee. 

® ^ * G. 
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comtcaU tiiHorif of 

^a/rt>a. Madam, I goe with all conucnicnt fpecde. 

Porti a Come on A erhJJ'a, I hauc workc in hand 
That you yet know not of-, weclc fee our husbands 
beforethey thinke of vs ? 

Nerrijfa. Shall they fee vs ? 

Portia. They Hiall T^rrijfa : but in ftich a habite, 
that they fliall thinke we are accoinplinicd * 
with that we lackc } lie hold thee any wager 
when wc arc both accoutered like youn^'nten, 
ileproue the prettier fellow of the two, 
and wcarc my dagger with the braucr grace, 
andfpeakc betweene the change of man and' boy, 
vt ith a reede voyce, and turne two minfing fleps 
into a manly ftridej and fpeake offrayes ° 
like a fine bragging youth : and tell quaint Ives 
how honorable Ladies fought my loue, 
which I denying, tl^ey fell liickc and dyed.- 
I could not doc witball ; then ilc repent, 
and wilb for all that, that I had not killd them' j 
And twenty of tbefe punie lies ile tell, 
that men fhall fwcarc I haue difeontinued fchoolc 
abouc a twclue-moneth : I hauc within my mindc 
a thoufand raw tricks of thefe bragging lacks, 
which I wiUpraftife. 

Nerrijf. Why, fliall we turne to men? 

’Portia. Ficjwhataqueflion’sthaf, 
if thou wertnerc a lewd interpreter: 

But come,iIc tell thee all my my .whole dcuice 
when I am in my co^h, which flayes for vs 

at the Parke gate 5 and therefore hafl away, 

for wcmuflmcafurc twenty miles to d^. Exeunt, 

Enter Ctowne and’fejjica. 

Cloyrne. Yes truly, for looke you, the finnes of the Father areto 
belaid vpon the children, therefore I promife you, I fearc you, 1 
was alwaies plaine wjfh you, and fo now I fpeake my agitation of 
the matter : therefore be a good chcre, for truly I thinke you arc 
darand, there is but one hope in it that can docyou any good, and 

that 



SIB, ffiS msrcvaiA yj * ” 

. .„,*kindcofbaftardhopencither. 

‘f‘- yoot Father goiyotl 

jfmyiitothtrnMiild^ bothbyfaHier and 

rfTJS' 3 v:S:oX 

before, in as many , r Ho£S,if we grow all to be pork 

S wS , 

eaters, wc enter Lorenzo. . , 

r tr Tlr. fell mv husband Uuntelet what you fay, here he come . 
(l!i; grow irahont ofyou Ihorlly Umc,Ul. if yon .has 

J/he tells me flatly there's no mercy for m^c m heauen, b«aufe 

the common-wealth, for in conuctong lewcstoChnllians, jou 

'tt ’’{ wKwer. .ha.br«« torh. contmon-ntraW. than 
yon can the gelling rp of tlic Negioes belly ! the Moore is with 

‘SriafraS ihatihe Moore 

fon : but if fl'.e be lefTe then an honett woman, fhc ts mdeedt more 

bell graccofwit will Ihortly turne mtofilence, and d.fcour c row 
comLndable in none oncly but Parrats: goe m firra , bid them 

prepare for dinner > , 

Clome. Thatis doncfir. they haucall , 1 ,,™ 

. Loren. Goodly Lord wlmtaVit foapper arc you,thanbtd them 

prepare dinner? 
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Qowne. Thati$donetpfir,oncly coueristlieword. 

Loren. Will you coucr than fir ? 

Clffwne. Not fo fir neither, I know my duty. 

Yet more quarrelling with occafion, wilt thou fhewi. 
the whole wealth of thy wittn an inftann 1 pray theevnderfiand! 
plainc man m his plainc meaning : goe to thy fellowes, bid them 
coucr the table, ferue in the mcate, and we will come in to dinner 
(fW. tor the table fir, it (hall be feru’d in, for the meatefir it' 
ihall be couerd, for your comming in to dinner fir, why let it bc'as 
humors and conccitcs fhall gouernc. Exit [lomt, 

Loren. O deare diferet ion, how his words arc futed, ^ 

The foolc hath planted hi his memorie 
an Armie of good words, and I doe know 

a many foolcs that fland in better place, 

garnifht like him, thatfor a trickfieword 
defic the matter : how cherft thou 
And now good fwcet fay (hy opinion,. 

How doofl thou like the Lord Ea^anios wife ? 

lejji. Part all exprefling, it is very meete 
the Lord Hue an vpright life 
For hauing fuch a ble/Iing in his Lady, 
he findes the ioyes of hcauen heere on earth. 

And if on earth he doe not meane it, it 
in rcaCbn he fhould neuer come to hcauen ? 

Why, if two Gods fliould play fbme heauenly matef^ 
and on the wager lay two eat tUy women. 

And T'ortfc* one: there muff be fomthingelfe ' - 

' paund with the other, for the poore rude world 
hath not her fellow. 

Loren. Euen fuch a husband " 

haft thou ofmc, as the is for wife. ' ' ; ; 

Nay, but aske my opinion fo of that ? 

Loren. I will anonc, firft let vs goe to dinner ? 
lejji. Nay, let me praife you wlrilc I haue a fiomack? 

/ No pray thee; let it ferue for table talkc. 

Then how fb mere thou (peakff raong other things, 
i Ihall dilgeft it i 






r /T Well ilefet you forth. Exti. 

Enterthe q)uk£>the MagnijicoeSyMonio,n4amo, 
ondGratiano. 

<T)uke. What, is Anthonio heere ? 

a2o Ready, fopleafe your grace? 

iT I am fotry for thee, thou ^rt come to aunfwcrc 

a ftonie'aducrfarie, an inhumaine wretch, 
vncapablc of pitty, voyd, and empty 

ftoinanydramofmercic. 

Jntho. I haue heard _ 
vour mce hath tanc great pames to quallifie 
L rigorous courfc 5 but fince he ftands obdurate, 

And that nolawfoll mcancs can carry me 
out of his enuies reach, I doe oppofe 
niy patience to his furic, and am armd 
to lufFer with a qujetnes of Writ, 
the very tiranny and rage of his. 

Goe one and call the lew intothc Court. 
SaUrio. Ht is ready at the'dore, he comes my Lord. 

Enter Shylocke. 

Dnh. Make roome,and let him ftand before our face» 
Shjlocke the world thinks, and I thinkc fo to 
that thou but Icadeft this falhion of thy mallice 

-to the laft hourc of aft, and then tis thought 

tho wit fliew thy mercy and remorfe more ftrange, 
than is thy ftrange apparant cruelty y 

and where thou now exafts the penalty, 

which is a pound of this poore Merchants nclh, 

thou wilt not oncly loofc the forfaiture, 

but toucht with humahie gcntlencsand lout * 

Forgiuc a moy tic of the principall, 
glauncing an eye of pitty on his lofl^s 
inat haue of late fohucHed on his backc. 

Enow to prefle a.royall Merchant downc 5 
And pluck comiferation of this ftates , 
from braflic bofomes and rough harts of flints,, 
feom llubborncTurkcs, and Tarters neuer iraind 
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) ~ j- ve comxcaa mmofic at — 

to pffices offender curtefie: ' 

We all cxpcdla gentle aunfwere Icwe ? 
l^e. Ilwucpoflcftyourgraccofwhatlpumoft 

andbyourholySabaotlihaucIfwornc • * 

to haue the due and forfet of my bond, 
ifyou dcxiy it, let the d^ger light 

vpon your charter and your Cittics ficcdomc ? 

IL oule askc me why I rather choofc to hauc 
a weight of carrion fldli, then to rcceauc 
three thoufand ducats : lie not aunfwcr that J 
But lay it is my humour, is it aunlvverd ? 

•What if my houlc be troubled with a Rat, 

and I be pleafd to giuc ten thoufand ducats 
to hauc it baind 5 what, arc you aunfvyerd yet J 
Some raen therc arc louc not a gaping pigge J 
Some that are mad if they behold a Cat ? 

And others when the bagpipe fings ith noft, 

cannot contains their vrinc for affe<flion. 
jMaiders ofpaflion Rvayes ir to the moode 
of wnat it liKcs or loathes, now for your aunfwert 
Asthcrcisnofirmcrcafbnto berendred 
why he cannot abide a gaping pi<r<yc » > 

why he a harmclcCTc neccflaric Caf? 
why he a woollen bagpipe : butof force 
muu yccld to fuch in cuitablc lhame, 
as to offend himfelfe being offended r 
So can I giuc no reafbn,nor7 will not, 
inorc then a lodgd hate, and a certaine loathine 
I beare t^nthenio, that I follow thus 
a looflng fute againfl him ? are you aunfvvered ? 

This is no aunfwcr thou vnfteling man,' 
to excuft the currant of thy cruelty ? 
letve. /am not bound to pleafe thee with my anfwers? 

Doe all men kill the things tliey doc not loue ? 
lewe. Hates any man fh^thing he would not kill ! 

BajJ. Euciy offence is not a hate at firfi:? 

What wouldff thou hauc a ferpent fling thee twice J 






yinth. / p**3y queftion with the /ewe 

You may as well forbid the mountaine of Pines 

towagthcirhigbtops,andtomakenonoife 

ivhen they are fretten with the gufts of heauen: 

You may as well doe any thing moft hard 
asfeeketo foften that then which what s harder : 
his /ewilh hart ? therefore I doe bcfcech you 
make no mde offers, vfc no farther meanes,. 
but with all briefe and pl^ne conuenicncie ^ 

let me haueludgcmcnt, add the/ewe his will ? 

Baf. For thy three thoufand ducats hcere is hxc? 

lewe. /feuery ducat in fixe thoufand ducats 
were in fixe parts, and eucry part a ducat, 

/would not draw them, / would hauc my bond ? 

Dfik: Ho w (halt thou hope for mercy rendring none? 

What iudgment fhall /dread doing no wrong? 
you haue among you many a purchafl flauc, 
which like your Afics, and your Dogs andMules 
you vie in'abicft and in flauifh parts, 
hccaufe you bought them, fhall / fay to you, 
let them be free, marrj' them to your heircs > 
why fwcat they vhder burthens, let their beds 
be made as fbft as yours, and let their pallats 
be ftafond with fuch viands, you willaunfwer 
the flaucs arc ours, fo doe I aunfwcr you 
The pound of flelh which I demaund of him ; 
is deerely bought, as- mine and / will hauc it s 
ifyou deny me, lie vpon your Law, 
there is no force in the decrees of V cnice .• 

/ Hand for iudgement, aunfwer, fhall I hauc it ? 

Vpon my power /may difmiflc this Gourtj. ’ 
vnlclTc BeUario a learned Doflor, 
whom 1 haue fent for to determine this- 



■“■“aT7B"Tvw*i.«tr«M turje vj — 
Comeheere to day ? 

Sa&rtff. My Lord, hccreftaycs without 

a mcflenger with letters from the Doftor, 
new come from Padua ! 

T>uke. Bringvs the letters? call the Mcflenger ? 

3ci^. Good chccrc Anthonio ?'what roan, courao'eyct : 
The lew fliall hauemyflclh,blood,boncsandallf " 
ere thou fhalt loofc for me one drop of blood ? 

nyintho. /am a tainted weather ofthe flockcj 
mectcftfr>r death, the weakefr kind offruite 
drops earliefl: to the ground, and fo let me | 

You cannot better be imployd Bajfanio, 
then to liue flili and write mine Epit^h ? 

Snter NerrtJJa. 

Duke. Cameyou from Padua from !2?e/4»rw? 

Ner. Fromboth ? my L. 5e/(S*wgrectc$your oracej 
'Bajf. Why dooft thou whet thy knife (b earncftly^ 
Jewe. To cut theforfaiturefrom that-bankrout there? 
gratia. Not on thy foute ; but on thy fbule harlh lew 
thou makfl thy knife kcene : but no mettell can, 
no, not the hangmans axe bearc halfc thekeenenefle 
of thy fliarpe enuie : can no prayers pearce thee ? 
lewe. No, none that thou haft wit enough to makc« 
Gratia, O be thou damnd, incxccrablc dogge, 

And for thy life let iufticc be accufd } 

Thou almoft mak’ft me waucr in my faith, 

to hold opinion with Pytha^erat, 

tliat foulcs of Animalls infufr thcmfrlucs 

into the trunks of men : Thy currilL Ipjrit 

gouernd a Woolfe, who hangd for humaine flaughtcr 

euen from the gallowes did his fell fbuie fleete, 

and whileft thou layeft in thy vnhallowcd dam} 

infurd it fclfc in thee : for thy defircs 

arc vvoluifh, bloody, ftaru’d, and rauenous. 

Till thou canft raile the fcalefrom off my bond. 
Thou but ofFcndft thy lungs to fjseakc fo loud : 
Repaire thy wit good youth, or it Will fall 






mine. I ftand hcere for law. 

! mie This letter from doth commend 

; ayoungandlcarnedDoaortoourCourt: 

^iJSe'ttendethherehardby 
ro know ybur aunfwcr whether youlc admit him. 

Duke. With all my hart: fome three or foure of you 
voe ffSe him curtcous condua to this place, 

roeanc time the Court foall hcare 5e//m« letter. 

Your Grace foall vndcrftand , that at the rcceit of your letter I 
‘ am very fickc, but in the inftant that your roeffonger came, in lo- 
uin» vifitation was with roe a young Doaor of Rome, his name is 
i Sakazer. /acquainted him with the caufc in cotrouerhe betweeu 
'-the lew and Anthonio the Merchant , wee turnd ore many bookes 
to<fethcr, bee is furnifoed with my opinion , which betterw with 
! hi$°owne learning, the greatnes whereof I cannot enough com- 

mend, comes with him at my importunitic , to fill vp your graces 
requeft in my ftead. /befecch you let his lacke of yeeres be no im- 
pcduTient to let him lacke a rcucrend eftimation, for /ncuer knew 
^ fo young a body with fo olde a head 1 1 Icaue him to your gracious 
acceptance, whole tryall fliall better publifh his commendation. 
Enter 7’ortw for 

I *DHk£. You hcarc the leamd 'Bellario what he writes, 

; andheereltakcitisthedoftorcome. 

Giue me your hand, copic you from old . 

s' ?didmy Lord. 

j 'Didie, You are welcome, take your place: 
i areyou acquainted with the difference 
; thatholdsthisprefcntqueftion in the Court. 

T>or. 1 am enformed throughly of the caufo, - 

I which is the Merchant here? and which the /cw# 

I ^ukg. and old both ftand forth, 

I Par, Is your name Shy locks ^ 

I Je», Shylocke'ismy mme. 

I ^or. Ofaftrangc nature is the filte you follow, 
yet in fuch rule, thait the V enctian law 

H. 



cannot 



Tl.'tJ f.vnfTVl\!H l'JlSrOTTei}J ~~ 

eannot impugnc you as you doe proceed. 
y*u ftand within his danger, doe you not. 

1 , fo he (ayes. 

"Por. Doc you Confellc the bond ? 

I doc. 

Tor. Then muft the /ew be mercifull. 

Shy. On what compuKion mart 1, tell me that. 

For. Thcqttalitieofmercicisnotftraind, 
it droppeth as the gentle raine from heauen 
vpon the place beneath : it is twifc bicft, 
it bleflcth him that giues, and him that takes, 
tis mightiert in the mightieft, it becomes 
the throned Monarcli better then his crowne. 

His feepter ihowes the force of feroporall power, 

the attribut to awe and maiertie, 

wherein dorii fit the dread and fearcof Kino-s : 

but mcrcic is aboue this feeptred fw'ay, 

it is enthroned in the harts of Kings, 

it is an attribut to God himfclfe; 

and earthly power doth then fhow likert gods 

when mcrcie fcafons iultice .* therefore few, 

though iuftice be thy plea, confider this, 

that in the courfe of iuftice, none of vs 

fliould fee faluation : vve doc pray for mercy, . 

and that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 

theTclcedcsof mercic. 1 bauc fpokc thus much > > 

to mittigatc the iuftice of thy plea, 

vvhich if thou follow, this ftrift Court of Venice 

muft heedes giue fcntence gainft the Merchant there. 

Shy. My deeds vpon my head, I crauc the law, 
the penalty and forfaite of my bond. 

For. Is he not able to difirharge the money ? 

"Saif. Yes, hccrc I tender it for him in the Court, 
yea, twife the fumme, if that will not fuffife, 

I W'ill be bound fo pay it ten times ore 
on forfait of my hands, my head, my hart, 
if this will not fuffife, it muft appeare 



I ' - 

.wmaJicebcawsilowne truth. And /bcfccch you 
Left once the Taw to your authoritic, 

1 doe a ''teat right, doc a little wrong, 

1 • ir utrilV 



icotethis/uelld 



Por. /t inuft not be, there is no power in Venice 

can altar a decree eftablifticd : 

twill be 

and many an' errour by the fame example 

willtulb into the ftatc.it cannot be. ^ 

Shy. h Danicll come to iudgement i yea a DanicU. 
0 wife yoong ludge how / doc honour thee, , 

For. I pray you let mclooke vpon the bond. 

Shy. Hcerc ris moft reuerend doffor, here it is. 
ijiffr, shyiockf thcrcs thrice thy money offied thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, I bauc an oath in heauen, 
feall I lay pcriuric vpon my foulc I 
Hot not for Venice, 

Per. Why this bond is forfait, . 
and iawfidly by this tbs lew may claime 
a pound of fleih, to be by him cut off 
necreft the Merchants hart : be mercifull, 
take thrice thy money, bid me teai’c the bond. 

Shy. When it is payd, accordingto the tenure, 

It doth appv arc you are a worthy tudge, 

you know the law, your expolition 

nath becne raoft found ? 1 warge you by the law, 

whereof you arc a well deferuing pillcr, 

ptoccede to judgement : by my (bule I (weare, 
there is no power in the tongue of roan 
to alter roe, f ftay here on roy Bond, 

Moft hart die I doe befeecb the Court 
to giue the iudgement, 

Tor. Wbythanthusitis, 
you muft prepare your bofome for his knife. 

Shy. O noble /udge, 6 excellent young man, 

Pof. For the intent and purpofe of the law 
hath full relation to the penaltic, 

Ha •' ' 



^hich 
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which hcere appeal eth due vpon the boncJ. ^ 

/w. Tis very true: 6 wife and vpright Iud<>e, 
how much more elder art thou then thy lookes.’ 

Per. Therefore lay bare your bofbtne. 

feu’. Ijhisbrcaft, 

fo fayes the bond, doth it not noble ludjc ? 

Ncercft his hart, thole arc the very vvords. 

Per. Itisfo.arethereballancehcreto weiohtheflclh? 

lerp. I hauc them ready. ‘ “ 

For. Haue by feme Surgion on vour charge 

to flop his wounds, leaft he doc bleedc to death. 

7ert>. Is it fo nominated in the bond ? 

Ter. It is not fo expreft, but what ofthat ? 

Twere good you doc fo much for charitie. 

/«*». I cannot finde it, tis not in the bond. 

‘Por. Y ou Merchant, haue you any thing to fay ! 
jlnt. But little j / am armd^and well prepard, 
giue roe your hand Bahama, far you well, 
greeue not that I am falne to this for you : 
for heerein Fortune flio wes her fclfc more kind 

thcnishercuftome: itisflillhervfe r 

to let the wretched man out-liuc his wealth, 
to view with hollow eye and wrinckled brow 
an age ofpouertie : from which lingring pennance 

offuchmiferydothlhccutmcof 

Commend rocto your honourable wife, 

tell her the procelTe of end, 

fay how I lou'd you, fpeake me fairc in death : 

and when the talc is told, bid her be iudge 
vvhcther5<^»whadnotoncealoue;* ' 

Repent butyou thatyou fliall loofc your friend 

and he repents not that be payesyour debt. 

For if the /ew doc cut but deepc cnou«^h, 
/Icpayitinftantlywithallmyhart. ° 

^nthonio, / am married to a wife 
which is as deere fo me as life it (clfr, 
but Lfc it fclfc, my wife, and all the world. 



the Mefcl)ant of Femce, 

riuUloof. 4 1 

5'“' for ihat 

/would Ihc were in hcauen, fo (he could 

ntreatcforocpowcrtodranecthiscmriftl^^^ 

77er Tis well you offer It behind her back, 

fhewilhvvouldmakcclfeanvnquicthoufc. , , . 

/etf Thefe be the chriftian husbands,/haue a daughter 

wouldanyoftheftockcofBarrabas 

hadbeene her husband, rather then a Chnltian. 

We trifle time, /pray thee purfuefcntcnce. 

Tor. A pound of that fame Merchants flclh is thine, 
the Court awards it, and the law doth giucif. 

L. Moftyightfull Iudge. or. • 1 A 

For. And you muft cut this flefh from oft his brealt, 

the law alowes it, and the court awards it. 

W Moft learned Iudge, a fcntence , come prepare, 

7 or. Tar^ a little, there is fome thing el(c, 
this bond doth giue thee heere no iotc of blood, 
the words exprefly arc a poundof flefh : 
take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flcfti, 

but in the cutting it, if thou dooft Ihed 

one drop of Chriftian blood, thy lands and goods 

arc by the lawes of V cnice confifeate 
vnto the ftate of Venice. 

Gra. O vpright Iudge, ' 

Marke lew, Q learned /udgCt 
Si)j. Is that the law f 
For, Thyfclfefhaltlcethc Aft: 
for as thou vrgeft iuftice, be affurd 
thou ftialt haue iufticc more then thou defirft. 

Gra, O learned iudge, mark few, a learned iudge. 

/e». I take this offer then, pay the bond thrice 

andletthcChtiftiangoc. ^ _ 

’ H. 3. 




ir>Tcmt€Aii amom oj; 

BaJJI Hccre is the money. 

For. Soft, the lew iTial hauc all iufiicc,foft no hafl 
he fhall hauc nothing but the pcnaltyi * 

gra. O lew. an vpright ludgc,a learned Tudo-e. 
For. Therefore prepare thee to cut of the 
Shed thou jjo blood, nor cut thou lelTc nor more 
but iuft a pound of flclh : if thou tak’ft more 
or IcfTc then a iuft pound, be it but fo much 
as makes it light or hcauy in the fubftance, 

Of the dcuifion of the twentith part 

of one poorc fcruplc, nay if the fcale doc turns 

but intnc eftimation ofa havre, 

thou dyeft, and all thy goods arc conflfcats, 

Gra. A fccond Daniell, a Danicll lew, 
now infidcll / hauc you on the hip. 

For. Why doth the lew paufe, take thy forftiturs. 
Shy. Giuc me jijy principall, and let me goc. 

BaU. I haueit ready for thee, here it is. 

Tor. Hec hath refufd it in the open Court, 
hcc ftrall baue meerely iuftice and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniell ftill fay 7, a fecond Daniell, 

J thankc thee lew for reaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall 7 not hauc barely my principall I 
Par. Thou foalt hauc nothing but the forfalttjre 
to be fo taken at thy pcnill lew. 

Shy. Why then the deuill giuc him good of it t 
He ftay no longer queftion. 

Tor. Tarry lew, ' 
the law hath yet another hold on you. 

It is ena^ed in the lawes of Venice, 

if if be proued againft an alien, 

that by dircift, or indireft attempts 

be feeke the life ofany Cittizen, 

the party gainft the which he doth contriue, 

fhall leaze one halfe his goods, the other halfo 

comes to the priuie coficr of the State, 

and the offenders life lies in the mercy 



the Merchant ojf^enice, ' 
rA. nuke onely, gainft all other voyce. 

fork appearcs by proceeding, 

thatindircftly.anddireftly to 

Jhou haft contriued againft the very life 
of the defendant : and thou haft incurd 

thedangerformorlybymcrchearft. 

Downe therefore, and beg mercie of the ^ 

Gra. Be'*' thatthou maift hauc leaue to hang thy iclfe, 
and yet thy wealth beeing forfait to the (late, 

thouhaft not left the value ofa cord, 

therefore thou muft be hangdartheftates charge. _ 

Duke. That thou fhalt fee the difference of our fpirit 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it s 
for halfc thy wealth, it is <tAuthomoj, 
the other halfc comes to the gcncrall ftate, 
vvhich bumblencs may driue vnto a fine. 

Tor. I for the ftate, not for JtithoMo. 

Shy. Nay, take my life and all, pardon not tnaf, 
you take my houfc, when you doe take the prop 
that doth fuftainemy houfe : you take my life 
when you doc take the meancs whereby 7liue. 

For. What mercy can you render him tAuthoKio I 
Gra. A halter gratis, nothing elfe for Godfake. 

Anth. So pleafe my Lord the Duke, & all the Court 
to quit the fine for one halfc of his goods, 

1 am content : fo he will let me hauc 
the other halfc in vfe, to render it 
vpon his death vnto the Gentleman' 
that lately ftolc his daughter. 

Two things prouided more, that for this fauour 
he prercntly become a Chriftian ; 
the other, that he doc record a gift 
heerc in the Court of all he dies pofleft 
vnto his Tonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

He (hall doe this, or elfe I doc recant 
the pardon that 1 late pronounced heerc. 









~j.De comicm tmtoTte oj 
Par. Art thou contented lew ? what doft thou lay } 
Sly. I am content. 

Por. Clarke, draw a deede of gift. / 

Shy. I pray you giue me leaue to goc from hence, 

I am not well, fend the deede after me, 
and I will figne it. 

£>ake. Get thee gone, but doe it. 

Shy, In chriflning flialt thou hauc two Godfathert, 
had I becne mdge, thou fhouldft haue had ten more, 
to bring thee to the gallowcs, not to the font. Sxit. 
Duk$. Sir I entreate you home with me to dinner. 
Per. I humbly doc defire your Grace ofpardon, 

/ mull: away this night toward Padua, 
and it is mccte 1 prelently fet forth. 

D»k£. lam lorry that your leyfurc lerues you not. 
gratifie this gentleman, 
for in my mind you are much bound to him. 

Exit Duke and his traine. 

Moft worthy gentleman, I and my ftiend 
hauc by your wiledome been this day aquitted 
of grccuous penalties, in lewc whet cof^ 
three thoul'and ducats due vnto the lew 
wee freely copeyoiir curtious paines withall. 

And Hand indebted ouer and aboue 
in louc and Iciuice to you euer'mjore. 

* Per, Hcc is well pay d that is well fatisfied, 
and I deliucring you, am fatisfied, 
and therein doc account my felfe well payd, 
my minde was neucr yet more mercinaric. 

I pray you know me when we mcete againe, 

1 wim you well, and fo I take my leaue. 

’Baff'. Dccrefir, offeree /muftattemptyoufurthcr, 
fake fome rcracrubrance of vs as a tribute, 
not as fee : graunt me two things I pray you, 
not to deny me, and to pardon roc. 

‘Per. You prefle me fane, and therefore 7 wil yecid, 
giue mee your gloues, He wcare them for your fake. 



the MerTbant of Pemet, 

and for your louc ilc take this ring from you, 
doe not draw back your hand, ilc take no more, 

and you b louc lhall not denie me this ? 

This ring good fir, alas it is a trifle, 

I will not lhame my fclfc to giue you this > 

<per. I will haue nothing <dfe but onely this, 
and now me thinks I haue a minde to it J 
** Pa(f. There’s more depends on this then on the valew, -f 

the deareft ring in Ycnicc will I giue you, 
and finde it out by proclamation, 
onely for this 1 pray you pardon me 3 
per. IfccfiryouareliberalliholFcrs, 
you taught me firft to beg, and now me thbks 
you teach me how a begger Ihould be aunfwerd. 

Saffl Good fir, this ring was giuen me by my wife, 
and when flic put it oh, flic made me vowc 
that I Ihould neither fell, nor giue, nor loofc it. 

Tor. That ftufe fcrucs many men to faue their gifts, 
and if your wife be not a mad woman, 
and know how well I haue deferu’d this rmg, + 

(he would not hold out enemy for cuer 
forgiubgittomc’ vvcll,pcaccbc withyou. Exemt, 

Anth. My h,Bajfanio> let him hauc the ring, 
let his deferuings and my louc withall 
be valued gainn your wiues commaundement. 

“Saif. Goe^rrfr«»'?,‘i-unncandpuer'takehim, 
giue him the ring, and bring him if thou canft 
vnto houfe, away, make haft. ExitCraueme. 

Come, you'and I will thither prefcntly, , 

and in the morning early will wc both 
flic toward Belmont, come 

Exemt, 

S»ter T^erriffa. . ■? 

Por. Enquire the levies houfe out, giue him this deed, 
and let him figneitjWeelc away to night, v 

and be a day before our husbands home : 
this deede will bewcll welcome to , 

f, - E»ter 




The comicall Hiflorie of 

Enter Gratiano^ 

Grati Fairc fir. you arc well orc-tanc : 

My L. "Bajfamo vpon more aduice, 

bath fent you heere this ring, and dot h intreate 

your company at dinner. 

For. That cannot be 5 
bis ring I doe accept mod thankflilly, 
and Co I pray you tell him : furthermore, 

I pray you Ihew my youth old Shylock^s boufe. 

(jra. That will I doc. 

Ner. Sir, / w'ould fpeake with you : 
lie fee if / can get my husbands ring 
which I did make him fwcarc to keepe for euer. 

For. 5Thou maift 1 vvarranc,we fbal haUe oldfvycaring 
that they did giue the rings away to men 5 
but wele out-face them, and out-fwearc them to: 
away,make haft, thou knowft vvhcrc 1 will tarry. 

Ner. Come good fir, will yov fhew me to thishoufe. 
Enter Lorenzo and I ejfica. 

Lor. The moone fhines bright.In fuch anight as this, 
when the fweet windc did gently kifte the trees, 
and they did make no noyfe, in fuch a night 
fTroylm me thinks mounted the Troian walls, 
and figh’d his foulc toward the Grecian tents 
vvherc freffedhy that night. 

^ejji. Jnlucha nighf 
did T hijhie fcarcfully ore-trip the dewe,’ 
and faw the Lyons fliadow ere him felfe, 
and ranne difmayed away. 

Loren. In fuch a night 
ftoode Dido with a willow in her hand 
vpon the wildc fea banks, and waft her Loue 
to come againc to Cartilage. 

lejji. In fuch a night 
tJHedea gathered the inchanted hearts 
that did renew old . 

Loren. In fuch a night , 



the Mereha^t of renice. 

ftealc from the wealthy Icwc, 
and with an vnthrift loue did tunne from Venice, 
as farre as Belmont, , 

Jejj7. In fuch a night 

did yo\ingLore»^ Iwcare he loued her well, 
dealing her foulc with many vowes of faith, 
and nerc a true one. 

Z,erf«, In fuch a night , 

did pretty fefftca (like a little fhrow) 

(launder her Loue, and he forgaue it her. 

Ie0. I would out-night you did ho body come.’ 

But harkc, I heart the footing ofa man. 

Snter a 

Loren. Who comes fo fall inlilcnce of the night ?' 

OHejfen. A friend? 

Loren. A friend, what fiicnd, your name I pray you fcUnd! 
Me(f. Stephanoh my mme.snd f bring word 
my Miftres will befoic the breake of day 
behccrcat Belmont, Ihe doth ftray about 
by holy crofles wherc-lhc knecles and prayes 
forhappy wedlock hourcs. 

Loren. Who comes with her ? 

<Jl£ef. None but a holy Hermit and her inayd t 
Ipray you is my Maifter yet ref ui nd ? 

Liren. He is not, nor wchaue not heard from him, -f 

But goc wc in I pray thee 
and ^e>emonioufly let vs prepare 

ibmevveicomefor the Miflrcsof thehoule. Snttrpmne. 

C/cjpae; Sola.folas woha,hofola,fola. ' 

Loren, Who calls ? 

Po. Sola, did yoafee }A.LirenKo, & M,Lerenna fola, fola. 

Loren. Lcauc hollowing man, hccic. 

Clowne, Sola, where, where ? 

Loren. Hcerc? 

C/tfjp Tell him there's a Pod come from my Maiftcr, with his 
herhe full ofgood hewes, my Maillcr will be heere ere morning 
fweetefottle. 

Loren, 




l^ 
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Loren. Let’s in. and there cxpcft their comming. 

And yet no'niatter : why fhould we goc in. 

My friend S tephen, fignifie ' pray you 
within the houfc, your iniftrcs is at hand, 
and bringyour raufique fborthinto the ay re. 

How fwcet the ipoone-light fleepes vpon this banke, 
hcerc will we fit, and Ict.the founds of mufique 
creepe in our cares foft flilnes, and the night 
become the tutchics of fwcet harmonic : 
fit le^<t,lookehow the floorc of heauen 
is thick inlayed with pattens of bright gold, 
there’s not the fmallcft orbe which thou beholdft 
but in his motion like an Angcll fings, 
fhll quifing to the young cyde Cherubins *, 
filch harmonic is in immortall fouTes, 
but whilfi this muddy vcfiurc of decay 
dooth grofly clofe it in, we cannot hcarc it : 

Come hoc, and wake‘Z)M»<^ with a himne, 

with fwcetefi tutches pearcc your miftres care, 

and draw her home with mufique. ' pkyMuJtejae. 

lejft. I am neucr merry when I hcare fweet mufique. 

Loren. The rcafbn is. your fpirits are attentiue : 
for doe but note a wild and wanton heard 
or race of youthfull and vnhandlcd colts 
fetching mad bounds, bellowing and neghingloudc, 
yvhich is the bote condition of their blobd, 
if they but heare perchance a trumpet found, 
or any ayre of mufique touch thar cares, 
you fhall perceauc them make a mutuall ftand, 
their fauage e}'es turn’d to a modeft gaze, 
by the fw'cct power of mufique : therefore the P oet 
did faine that Orpheus drew trees, fioncs, and floods. 
Since naught (b fiockifh hard and full of rage, 
but mufique fbr the time doth change his nature, 
the man that hath no mufique in himfclfe, 
nor is not moued with concord of fw’cet founds, 
is fit fcK treafons, flratagems, and fpoiles, • 



ofFepice* . 

the motions of his fpirit are dull as night, 

and his afFcftions darke as T erebm 

let no fuch man be trufted : marke the mufique. 

Lnter7ortia and Nerrijfa. 

For. That light we fee is burning in my hall : 
how ferre that little candell throwes hit beames, ^ 
fo (hincs a good deede in a naughty world. ‘ ' 

Ner. When the moonc fhone we did not fee the candle I 
Tor. So dooth the greater glory dim the Icfic, 
afubfiitutc fhines brightly as a King 
vntill a King be by, and then his ftatc 
empties it felfc, as doth an inland brooke 
into the roaihe of wafers : mufique harke. 

Ker. /t is your mufique Madame of the houfeJ -f 

Tor. Nothing is good I fee without rcfpcfl, 
tne thinks it founds much fwceter then by day ? 

Ner. Silence beftowcs'that vertuc on it Madam ? 

Tor. The Crow doth fing as fivcetly as the Larke 
vvhen neither is attended : and I thinke 
the Nightingale if fhe fhould fing by d.iy 
vvhen euery Goofc is cackling, would be thought 
no better a Mufition then the Renne ? 

How many things by fcafbn, fcafbnd are 
to their right prayfe, and true perfcfhon: 

Peace, how the moone fleepes with Endimioiij 
and would not be awak’d. 

Loren. That is the voj'ce, 
or /am mudi deceau’d of Portia. 

Por. Hcknowcs measthcblindman knowcs thcCackofr 
by the bad voyce ? 

Loren. Deere Lady welcome home ? 

Por. We haiic bin praying for our husbands wel&rc, | 

which fpecd we hope the better fbr our words t 
are they return’d ? 

Loren. M^am, they arc not yet; 
but there is come a Mcfferigcr before 
to fignifie their comming?. 

1 3 ; Pen 




comtcauHtiione of 

TPir. Goem Neyrijfa, 

Giuc order to my feriiants, that they take 
^ no note ayjlofour being abfent hence, 

Botyoa&rtffzOfJeJ/icanoryou. 

Loren. Your husband isat hand, I heare his trumpet, 
vve arc no teiUtalcs Madame, fcare you not. 

For. This night me thinks is but the day light ficke, 
it lookes a little paler, tis a day, 
fuch as the day is when the ftmne is hid. 

Enter'B^anio, .^nthonio, GratMno, ttndthev- 
felloTPers. ' ' 

Bajf. We fhould hold day with the Antipodes, 
if you would walkc in abfcnce of the funne. 

‘par. Let me giuc light, but let me not be light, 
for a light wife doth make a heauie husband, 

• and ncucr be lb for me, 

but God fort all : you arc welcome home my Lord. 

’Bajf. I thank you Madam, giuc welcome to my friend, 
this is the man, this is 
to whom I am fo infinitely bound. 

. ‘For,- You fhould in all fence be much bound to him, 
for as I heare he was much bound for you. 
eyfnth. No more then I am well acquitted of. 

Bor. Sir, you are very welcome to our houfe ; 

■ it raufi appearc in other wayes tlien words, 

therefore I {cant this breathing curtcfic. 

<^ra. By yonder mbbne I ^c.nte.you doe me wrong, 
infajth I gaue it to the /udges Clarke, . 
would he \vcrc gelt that had if for my part. 

Cnee you dpc take it Louc lb much at hart. 

For. A quarrcll hoc already, what’s the roatt« i 
G rati. About a hoopc of gold, a paltry ring 
that (lie did giuc me, whofc pofic was 
for all the world like Cutlers poetry , 
vpon a knife, Lou^ tne, and leaae tnt net, 

"Her. What (aUce you of the pofie ot the valew : 
You fworc to me when I did giueycu, 



jfieHS/ierci^ant ofl^entce, 

that you would weare it till your hourc of death, 

andthatitlliouldliewithyouinyourgrauc. ' 

thou<^h not formc.yct for your vehement oathes, * T 

you fliould hauc becnc refpeftiue and hauc kept it. 

Gaue it a ludgcs Clarke : no Gods my ludge -(- 

the Clarke will nerc weare hairc ons face that had it. 

Cm; He will, and if he liuc to be a man. 

I, if a woman liuc to be a man. 

Gja. Now by this hand I gaue it to a youth, 
a wnd of boy, a little ferubbed boy, 
no higher then thy felfc, the fudges Glarkc, 
a prating boy that begd it as a fee, 

I could not for my hart deny it him. 

For. You were to blame, I muft be plainc with you, 
to part fo fligh'tly with your wiucs firfl gift, 
a thing ftuck on with oaths vpon your finger,, , 

and foriucted with faith vnto your flefh. -rf- 

I gaue my Loue a ring, and made him fwcare 
neuer to part with it, and hccre he Bands : 

I dare be fworne fpr him he would not leauc it, 
nor pluck it from his finger, for the wealth 
that the world maifiers. Now in faith . 

yougiucyourwifctoovnkindacaufeofgricfo, , 

and twcrc to me I fhould be mad at it. 

Why I were bell to cut my left hand ofii 
and fweare 1 loft the ringdefendingit. 

Gra. My Lord gaue his ring away ' 

vnto the /udge that begd it, and indeede 
deferu’d it to: and then the boy his Clarke . 

that tookc fbme paincs in writing, he begd mine, 
andneitherman nor maifterwpuld take ought 
but the two rings. 

What ring gaue you my Lord ? 

Not that I hope which you reccau’d of me, 

7fIcould.idd alicvntoa fault, ' . " 

Iwould deny it: but you fee my finger ; 

hath not the ring vppn it, it is gone. / 

Ven 







' I Ptf comcaii wmme oj 
Por. Euen fo voy d is your falfe hart of truth. 

By heaucn 1 will ncrc come in your bed 
vntill /lee the ring ? 

Nor I in yours 
till I againc (ce mine i 
Bajf. Sweet Portia, 

if you did know to whom I gaue the ring, 
if you did know for whom /gaue the ring, 
and would conceauc for what / gaue the ring, 
and how vnwillingly I left the ring, 
vvhen naught would be accepted but the ring, 
you would abate the flrcngth of your difplcarure J 
Por. If you had knowne the vertuc of the ring,' 
or halfe her worthincs that gaue the ring, 
or your ownc honour to containc the ring, 
you would not then hauc parted with the ring,: 
what man is there fo much vnreafonable 
if you had plcafd to hauc defended it 
with any termes of zealc; wanted the modeny 
tovrgcthcthingheldasaccrcmonie; . > 

iVemjpi teaches rre-what to bclecuc, 
ile die for’t, but fbmc woman had the ring ? 

Baj[. No by my honour Madam, by ray foule' 
no woman had it, but a ciuill Doftor, 
vvhich did rcfufethrcc ihounmd ducats ofme, 
and begd the ring, the which I did denic him, 
and (iifferd him to goe dilplcafd away, 
cueri he that had held vp the very life 
of my deerc friend. What fliouid / fayXwcct Lady, 

I was infbrc’d to fend it afterhim, 

I was befet with ihame and curtcfic, 
my-honour would not let ingratitude 
fo hnich bcrmcre it : pardon me good Lady, 
for by thefe blefled candels of the night, 
had you been there, I think you would hauc begd 
the ring of me to giue the worthy Doftot. ? 

Por, Let not that Doflor ere come nccrc my houfe 
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iincehe hafh gottheiewclIth.it I loued, , 
and that which you did fiveare to kcepe for me, 

I will become as libcrall as you, 

He not deny him any thing 1 hauc, 
ho, not my body, nor my husbands bed : 

Know him I Ihall, lam well furc of it. 

Lie not a night from home. Watch me like Argos, 
ifyou doc not, ifl bclcftalone, 
now by mine honourwhich isyct mine owne, 
ilc hauc that Doctor for mine bedfellow. 

‘Blerrijfa. And I his Clark ; therefore be well aduifH 
howyou doc leaue me to mine owne proteflion. 

6ra. Well doc you fb : let not me take him then, 
'forifldocjilemarthcyoung Clarks pen. 

jimh. lam th’vnhappy fubieff of thefe quarrells. 

Por. Sir,grceuc not you, you arc welcome notwithftanding. 
Baf. Portia, forgiue me this enforced wrong, 
and in the hearing of thefe many friends 
Ifvvcare to thee, euen by tliinc owne fairc eyes 
wherein I fee my felfe. 

IPor. Marke you but that/ 
la both my eyes he doubly fees himfelfe : 

In each eye one, fweare by your double felfe, 
and there’s an oath of crcdjtc. ' 

Nay.buthearcmc. . 

Pardon this fault, and by my fbulc I fweare 

I neuer more.will breake an oath with thee. 

.^oth. I once did lend my body for his wealth, t\ 

which but fpr him that had your husbands ring 
nadquite mifearied. / dare be Bound againe, 
my (pule vpon the fbrfet, that your Lord 
will neuer more breake feith aduifedly. 

j L^j be his fureiy ; giue him this, 

and bid him kcepe it better then the other. 

T? D Lord Bajfafuo, fweare to keepe this ring. . v' 
p iv is ‘he I gaue the Doaor. : :,i 

Ihaditofhinj;pardonmci?4j(/4»/o, V ; 

K. ' " - for 



for by this ring the Do£ior lay with me. 

jNemffa. And pardon me my gentle 
for that lame ferubbed boy the Dodiors Clark^ 
in hew of this, lad night did lie with me. 

Grati. Why this is like the mending ofhigh waves 
in Sommer where the vvayes are fail e enough ? 

What, are we cuckolds ere wehauc deferu’d it. 

Por. Speake riot fo geolly, you are all amaz’d; 

Hcerc is a letter, reaeje it atyourlcafure. 

It comes from Padua from Bellario^ 

there vou fliall finde that Portia was the Dodor, 

iVemJJi^hcre her Clarke. Lorenzo hcerc 

fliall witnes I ftt foorth ai (bone as you, 

and euen but now returnd : /hauenotyet 

enterd my houfe. you are welcome, 

and I haiie better neVves in ftorc for jmu 

thanyou exfpcA: vnleale this letter foone, * 

there: you fliall finde three ofyour Argofies 

are richly come to harbour fodainly. 

You fliall not know by what ftrange accident 
/ chaunced on this letter. 
iAntho, /am dumb? ; 

Ba^. WercyouflieDoftor,and/knewyounot? 
Gra, Were you the Clark that is to make me cuckold. 
'J^r. 1 bat the Clarke that neuer meanes to doc it, 
■Vnlefli he liuc vntill he be a man. 

(Sweet Doftor) you fliall be my bedfellow, 
when /am abfent then lie with my wife. 

An. (SwectLady)youhaucgmen meliteandlyuin^ 
for hcerc /readc for' certainc that my fliips 
are fafely come to Rode. 

P'or. How now LorenKo ? 
my Clarke hath fome good Comforts to for you. 

Ner /, and ile giuc them him witlkmt a fee. 

There doe/giuetoycuand /(^(T.? 
from the rich /ewe, a fpcciall deedc ofgift 
after his death, of all he dies poilefi o£ 






HucLadies, you drop Mannaintheway 

•tl't'Stan.ornta; , . 

,nd vet 1 atn fo« you arc not fatjshed 
Sfeeuents af-full. Let vs goc in, 

andchargevstherevponintergotories. 

aS we wll aunfwer all things faithfully. 

Gri Letitbefo, thcfirftintergotory 
that my Nerrifa fliall be fwotiie on, is, 
fvhether till thenext night flie had rather flay, 
or ^oc to bed now being two hour« to day : 

But were the day come, / fliould wifh « darke 
611 / were couching with the Doftors Clarke. 
•-■Well, wlulc /hue, ilc feare no other trang 

fo fore, askeepingfafe iV/m/At ring. 
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